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SASNET – Swedish South  
Asian Studies Network

SASNET is an interdisciplinary network for the production and dissemination of 
research, education, and information about South Asia (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka) at Lund University.

SASNET began its activities formally in January 2001. At that time, it functioned 
as a national network. In 2015, SASNET began to focus its activities on research at 
Lund University. It did so by hiring Andreas Johansson, a historian of religion, as the 
new director. SASNET receives permanent funding from Lund University. At Lund 
University, SASNET produces and disseminates knowledge and research about South 
Asia in three principal ways. First, SASNET produces knowledge about South Asia 
through research, seminars, workshops, and conferences. Second, SASNET supports 
research seminars and international collaborations at Lund University. Third, SASNET 
collaborates with Swedish and Nordic Universities that have a strong focus on South 
Asia. Also, SASNET has recently launched the South Asia Initiative with the Swedish 
Institute of International Affairs (UI). 

Andreas Johansson
Director, SASNET
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SASNET Employees

ANDREAS JOHANSSON
Research Coordinator, Director of SASNET

Andreas Johansson is the Director of SASNET. He holds 
a PhD in History of Religion. In his research he examines 
how different organizations use religious terms and 
symbols. He studies a wide range of sources and has 
conducted fieldwork in Sri Lanka and Japan. In Andreas’ 
PhD thesis, entitled Pragmatic Muslim Politics – The Case 
of Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, he investigates the use 
of religious terms and symbols in Muslim politics. His 
aim is to analyze the role of religious terms and symbols 
within a non-fundamentalist political party, namely the 
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC), a Muslim political 
party that has been part of the democratic process in Sri 
Lanka since the 1980s. Andreas’ PhD thesis was publis-
hed as a book in 2019. 

ISHA DUBEY
Postdoctoral Fellow

Isha Dubey’s doctoral thesis was titled “The Urdu-spea-
kers of Bangladesh and the Idea of ‘Home’: Migration, 
Displacement and Shifting Narratives of Belonging Since 
the 1940s”. During her time as a postdoctoral researcher 
at SASNET, Isha will be primarily working on her project 
“Memory, Memorialization and the Politics of Forgetting: 
‘Difficult Heritage’ and the construction and contesta-
tion of ‘national memory’ in India and Bangladesh”.

HANNA GESCHEWSKI
Student Assistant

Hanna is working for SASNET as a student assistant 
during the year 2019. She is in charge of SASNET’s semi-
nar series and webpage. Hanna is pursuing her master’s 
in Environmental Studies and Sustainability Science 
(LUMES). She has spent nine years in Nepal and India, 
during which she was able to grasp the natural, societal, 
and historical complexities of the region from different 
perspectives. Hanna is particularly interested in the role 
of indigenous and local knowledge systems in sustaina-
ble rural and urban development in the subcontinent.

ULRIKA ANDERSSON
Student Assistant

Ulrika is working for SASNET as a student assistant 
during the year 2019. She in charge of SASNET’s social 
media. Ulrika has a bachelor’s in Oriental Studies with 
Hindi as her major from Uppsala University. This semes-
ter, Ulrika began her master’s in Asian Studies with South 
Asia as her focus area. Ulrika studied in Varanasi for a 
full semester at INLANSO and also did volunteer work 
and Hindi courses in Delhi during summers.
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and Management



Department of Economic History

TOBIAS AXELSSON
Senior Lecturer

Tobias Axelsson’s research focuses on two main is-
sues: the structural transformation process on the road 
towards modern economic growth and the economic 
dynamics of colonialization, tying this into current de-
velopment trajectories in the Global South. On top of 
conducting research, Axelsson teaches development 
studies and the economic history of developing regions, 
particularly the Asia Pacific, China, and India.

NEELAMBAR HATTI
Professor emeritus

Professor Hatti Have a B.Sc (1958 Physics major, Maths 
Minor) from University of Madras. Also graduated in 
1966 in Business Adminstration (Major, Economics and 
Sociology as Minors and equivalent to MBA) from a Ger-
man university. He has published extensively in the field 
of rural development, gender issues and international 
trade in India. 

JOSEPH MOLITORIS
Postdoctoral Researcher 

Joseph is currently pursuing his second postdoc under a 
research grant from Handelsbanken Stiftelse. During this 
project, he is affiliated both with the Lund University De-
partment of Economic Demography and the Department 
of Economic History. His research interests are mainly the 
relationship between reproductive behavior and health 
outcomes in both rich and poor countries. Joseph’s re-
search has recently touched upon South Asia through 
two studies (published in 2018 and 2019) that focus 
on childbirth and survival as well as birth spacing and 
neonatal mortality risks in Bangladesh. He is currently 
working on similar papers that use data for Bangladesh.
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Interview with Joseph Molitoris

Joseph comes from the United States but moved to Sweden first for his master’s 
degree in Economic Demography, which he completed at Lund University. After his 
master’s, Joseph continued with a PhD at the Department of Economic History at 
Lund University. His project focused on fertility, infant mortality and child mortality 
during the industrial revolution in Stockholm, from the perspective of historical 
demography. Joseph is currently pursuing his second postdoc under a research grant 
from Handelsbanken Stiftelse, and during this project is affiliated both with the Lund 
University Department of Economic Demography and Department of Economic History.

LOOKING AT SOUTH ASIA FROM A 
DEMOGRAPHIC PERSPECTIVE
Joseph’s interest in South Asia started from a purely 
demographic perspective. He has not traveled to South 
Asia for fieldwork but has worked with data from India, 
Nepal, and Bangladesh, resulting in two publications 
(2018 and 2019). Joseph first became interested in 
Bangladesh because in a short period, over a range of 
30 years, Bangladesh managed to lower its fertility rates 
from six children on average to fewer than two children 
per woman. The fact that the 9th largest population in 
the world succeeded in lowering its fertility rates wit-
hout seeing much economic progress, especially in the 
context of having a traditional Muslim and patriarchal 
society, made Joseph extremely curious. According to 
him, Bangladesh fulfills all the criteria of a country that 
from a demographic perspective should not have a low 
fertility rate. Moreover, Bangladesh suffers from many 
demographic challenges such as high child mortality and 
malnutrition.

Joseph notes that a lot of his research has been fo-
cused on the relationship between birth spacing and in-
fant and child health. He explains that if a young woman 
has two closely spaced births, this usually leads to health 
issues with the second child and causes a higher risk 
to the mother in comparison to older women. Another 
important factor was education—less educated women 
were at a higher risk. Joseph’s study mapped out the spe-
cifically vulnerable groups within the population, which 
in the end formed a large part of the whole population.

Another project that Joseph has been engaged with 
is a large comparative study that looks at breastfeeding 
behavior from a global perspective, with South Asian 
countries forming a large part of the story. The study 
focuses on day to day phenomena and how a mother’s 
nutritional status and being pregnant and breastfeeding 
at the same time has an impact on her health. According 
to Joseph, South Asia is a hotspot for women breastfee-
ding and being pregnant at the same time, which can 
lead to a higher risk of losing the pregnancy.

SOUTH ASIA REMAINS SIGNIFICANT  
FOR DEMOGRAPHIC STUDY
Joseph argues that since South Asia forms 20% of the 
world population, in just sheer numbers it is hugely im-
portant. Moreover, he points out that in the coming 50 
years, the percentage of the world’s population living 
in South Asia is going to increase, compared to Europe, 
with birth rates also remaining higher. This has several 
implications, he says. One key element is living stan-
dards, which still need to be improved a great deal to 
reduce infant and maternal mortality. Joseph argues that 
the general perception of the demographic state of the 
world is increasingly going to be influenced by South 
Asia. Second, Joseph remarks that South Asia has a po-
tential for a demographic dividend where you have a big, 
productive young population that can enrich society and 
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enrich itself. He argues that this will be possible because 
there are a huge number of young people from South 
Asia who are becoming more educated, in combination 
with other economies that are outsourcing work there 
and thus providing employment opportunities.

ASPIRATIONS TO CONTINUE WORKING  
ON BANGLADESH AND EXPAND  
SOUTH ASIA KNOWLEDGE
Joseph tells that he is hoping to continue his work with 
data on Bangladesh. He explains that a new survey on 
maternal mortality and health care was released, with 
data collected in 2016. Thus, his idea is to put together a 
couple of these surveys and to look at the impact of birth 

spacing, and how the outcomes are changing over time 
in Bangladesh. This was also the purpose of the large 
comparative study he took part in, which compiled data 
from 77 countries at various levels of development. He 
aims to see whether the findings of this former study, 
which reveal that in healthier countries birth spacing 
does not matter as much, could already be applied in 
the case of Bangladesh.

Lastly, Joseph expresses his interest to take part in the 
upcoming International Population Conference in Hyde-
rabad, India in 2021. These conferences are held every 
four years and people from all over the world present 
their demographic research.

Projects

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS LAW

Global Collective Agreements As a Tool to 
Improve Labor Rights in Globalized Production

A research project with international collaboration.

Participants: Andreas Inghammar and Vincenzo Pietro-
giovanni

This study looks at the increased challenges to labor 
rights and the role that global collective agreements can 
play in improving them. The focus is on the textile and 
garment industry in countries with poor or underdeve-
loped industrial relations structures, with an emphasis 
on Southeast Asia. In the background is the impact that 
increased consumer awareness on issues such as employ-
ment conditions, minimum wages, and child labor has 
on the production behavior of companies.
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Department of Automatic Control

HENRY PIGOT
Doctoral Candidate 

Henry’s specializations include control engineering, 
medtech, and pedagogy. He conducted a research pro-
ject with a one-year case study in Nepal, focusing on 
the potential of self-sustaining models for peer-to-peer 
engineering education among children in low resource 

environments. The project resulted in a publication in 
2018. He is also involved in an outreach project cal-
led the Himalayan Makers Guild, which functions as 
a student-led education platform focused on inspiring 
interest in electronics and programming through hands-
on activities. The platform was founded at SMD Boarding 
School in Kathmandu Nepal between 2017 and 2018.

Department of Technology and Society

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY SYSTEMS 
STUDIES

PÅL BÖRJESSON
Professor

Pål’s research interests include biobased energy and 
production systems, energy and environmental systems 
analysis, as well as life cycle assessment. His background 
is in agricultural and forestry sciences and he has 25 
years of experience in the field of multidisciplinary sys-
tems studies of biomass-based energy and production 
systems.

Pål’s research has touched on India on two different 
subjects. First, he studied the use of rice straw in India 
from an environmental perspective, looking at its diffe-
rent modes of employment as animal fodder, electricity, 
biogas, and fertilizer. His second focus was on exami-
ning multifunctional bioenergy and biomass production 
systems with case studies in India and Sweden.

DIVISION OF RISK MANAGEMENT AND 
SOCIETAL SAFETY

PER BECKER
Senior Lecturer

Per’s research areas include sustainable development, 
risk, resilience, climate change adaptation, and vulnera-
bility. His main focus is on social resilience and sustainabi-

lity, and he is associated with the Lund University Centre 
for Risk Assessment and Management (LUCRAM). Per 
has combined his research with a career in humanitarian 
assistance and international development cooperation 
focused on disaster risk reduction and climate change 
adaptation.

Most recently, Per has worked as a Risk Reduction and 
Preparedness Specialist for UNICEF in the South Pacific 
and as Regional Disaster Risk Management Coordinator 
for IFRC (International Federation of Red Cross) in Dakar, 
Senegal. From South Asian countries, Per has experience 
from working with Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and the 
Maldives. He has recently co-authored an article on pat-
terns of livelihood adaptations in rural communities in 
Nepal, published in The Geographical Journal of Nepal in 
March 2019. His other South Asia related research pro-
jects focused on flood-prone areas in Sri Lanka, conflicts 
in adaptation in vulnerable communities in Nepal and 
the Maldives, and the relationship between adaptation 
and resilience in Nepalese villages.

PHU DOMA LAMA
Postdoctoral Researcher 

Phu is currently employed as a postdoc researcher at the 
Division of Risk Management. She teaches and conducts 
research on gender issues within the scope of climate 
change and disasters. Phu completed her doctoral de-
gree in May 2019. Her PhD research project focused on 
climate change adaptation among communities, with a 
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comparative case study of the Maldives and Nepal. She 
trained in Development Studies at the Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences (Mumbai, India) and took her MPhil in 
Law and Governance from Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(Delhi, India). She has worked with the UNDP as well 
as worked as an assistant professor at Delhi University 
(2012-2013). Her research interest lies in environmental 
governance and policy design and how policies are im-
plemented at the macro and micro levels.

MO HAMZA
Professor

On top of being a professor at the Division of Risk Ma-
nagement and Societal Safety, Hamza is also affiliated 
to the Lund University Centre for Risk Assessment and 
Management (LUCRAM). Hamza has a career balanced 
between academia and working in a variety of inter-
national humanitarian and aid agencies. Throughout 
his career, he has undertaken consultancy and opera-
tional work in South Asia and advised IUCN on coastal 
resilience in South Asia. His research and professional 
interests include disaster risk and vulnerability reduction, 
post-disaster reconstruction and recovery, and capacity 
development.

ROSHNI PRAMANIK
PhD Project Years 2010-2015

Roshni completed her PhD in 2015. The title of the com-
pleted research project is “Interorganizational Collabo-
ration in Crisis Response Management: Exploring the 
Conditions for Improving Collaborative Behavior Across 
Organizational Borders”. She has further authored a 
book chapter “Armed Forces in disaster response: Pro-
blems and perspectives on disaster governance in India” 
in Governance of risk, hazards and disasters: Trends in 
theory and practice (Routledge, 2018).

Roshni has a master’s degree in Crisis Management from 
the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai (India). She 
has also completed military training with the Indian Air 
force. Roshni has experience from working with the 
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), the 
National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, and the Ministry of Environ-
ment in India.

Interview with Phu Doma Lama

Phu comes from the city of Darjeeling in the Indian state of West Bengal, located in the 
Himalayan foothills. After completing her bachelor’s in geography at Delhi University, 
she continued with her master’s in Development Studies at the Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (Mumbai, India) and her MPhil in Law and Governance at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (Delhi, India). Phu completed her PhD at the Lund University Division 
of Risk Management and Societal Safety in May 2019 and is currently employed as a 
postdoc researcher in the same department.

PHU’S RESEARCH JOURNEY  
WITH SOUTH ASIA
Phu has done academic research on South Asia for more 
than five years, which she began in India. She notes that 
this was initially more of a practical choice, since as a 
young South Indian researcher, during your master’s, the 
available research funding is only sufficient for going to 
your neighboring areas. She explains that this was also 
the reason why a lot of her research was initially focused 
on Darjeeling, and also the fact that her familiarity with 

the locality facilitated the practicalities of fieldwork and 
data collection.

Her research in Darjeeling focused mostly on the 
Gorkhaland separatist movement, the goal of which was 
to become a separate state from West Bengal. Phu’s 
research focused on “internal colonialism”—under-
standing the administrative set up of social movements 
rather than identity, which is usually the center of discus-
sion when addressing social movements.
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At the PhD level, Phu has conducted research in Nepal 
and the Maldives. Her research aimed to illustrate long-
term community-level adaptations to various risks, how 
communities understand risks, and what risks they value. 
She highlights that the international discourse, which 
presents adaptations and risks as mostly climate-related, 
simplifies and undermines the complexity of issues at 
the local level. Therefore, a holistic image of a specific 
community’s challenges and the value these are given 
is needed before attempting to address the issues and 
implement policies from a higher-level international 
perspective.

ON THE REALITIES OF FIELDWORK  
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF REFLEXIVITY
Phu agrees that conducting fieldwork is both challenging 
and rewarding, and most importantly a growth expe-
rience for a researcher, through overcoming challenges 
and finding new ways to approach one’s work. Her chal-
lenges were, on one hand, having the insider perspective 
bias when conducting research on Darjeeling, and, on 
the other hand, the challenges of establishing trust and 
networking in the field in completely new research set-
tings such as in the Maldives. Phu gives an example of 
attempting to engage with locals in the Maldives. She 
emphasizes the importance of adapting to local research 
environments, despite personal preferences. For ex-

ample, despite her being a feminist and believing in one’s 
right to one’s body and appearance, Phu argues that one 
cannot always bring that to the field but there is a need 
to respect the local culture and adapt. In the Maldives, 
this meant wearing a traditional women’s outfit and 
joining with local women wearing a burka to gain the 
respect of locals. This experience, among others, taught 
her about the importance of being reflexive in your work 
and the kind of research that you are producing.

SOUTH ASIA  
- A GROWING FIELD OF RESEARCH
Phu thinks South Asia is becoming a more relevant field 
of study globally, particularly with the recent increase of 
right-wing politics across the world. She adds that for 
this context, she is thinking of India. Yet in general, she 
argues that economic and political setups are changing 
across South Asia, for example in the case of Nepal, 
which has undergone changes in the government struc-
ture in recent years.

CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS  
AND FUTURE PLANS
Phu is currently working on an MSB (The Swedish Civil 
Contingencies Agency) project that addresses disaster 
risk reduction in Nepal. She explains that it is a training 
program provided by MSB, and her role is to evaluate 
the program. The project involves four countries: Nepal, 
Bangladesh, the Philippines, and Cambodia. Phu tells 
that one of her assets in working on this project is her 
knowledge of Nepali language, which has helped to give 
her an insider perspective. The project is evaluated to last 
until 2023 or 2024. Phu explains that the project is long 
due to several cycles, and also because the participants 
are not the community, but the ministries, the national 
governments, NGOs, and the private sector.

Phu expresses her desire to continue working on new 
South Asia related projects, especially on the politics of 
disaster risk governance in Nepal, or something to do 
with gender and conflict, keeping Nepal as the context.
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Projects

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY:  
BUILDING PHYSICS

CIMCEB – Interdisciplinary Master Courses in 
Energy Efficient Building Design in Nepal and 
Bhutan

CIMCEB is a joint project between partners from the 
EU, Nepal, and Bhutan, aiming to strengthen education 
in universities in the area of energy-efficient buildings. 
The project was coordinated by Lund University, together 
with multiple co-beneficiaries, and lasted from October 
2015 until October 2018. Lund University was awarded 
a grant from the European Union Erasmus+ Programme 
to fund the development of curricula for interdisciplinary 
Master Courses in Energy Efficient Building Design in 
Nepal and Bhutan.

Through the CIMCEB project, partner universities from 
Nepal and Bhutan developed new master’s programs in 
the area of energy efficiency in buildings as well as sup-
port existing master’s programs with the development of 
laboratory facilities and establishment of new courses to 
encourage the possibilities of decreasing energy use in 
buildings and minimizing environmental impacts.

The CIMCEB project also established training courses for 
professional civil engineers and architects in the areas of 
applied energy for buildings, as well as promoted tech-
nological and scientific cooperation between universities 
and appropriate construction (and other) companies.

Finally, the CIMCEB project also improved the exchange 
of advanced knowledge regarding energy efficiency in 
buildings as well as strengthened the collaboration bet-
ween the participating universities from the EU, Nepal, 
and Bhutan.
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DIVISION OF RISK MANAGEMENT  
AND SOCIETAL SAFETY

Ongoing Evaluation of the Swedish Civil 
Contingencies Agency (MSB) International 
Training Program (ITP) Disaster Risk Management

Participants: Jenny Iao-Jörgensen and Phu Doma Lama

The MSB ITP with Disaster Risk Management aims to 
strengthen technical capacity in partner countries within 
three sub-themes: disaster prevention, mitigation, and 
preparedness (before); disaster response (during); and 
post-disaster recovery (after); and to strengthen fun-
ctional capacity development within analysis; project 
management; and networking, coordination, and com-
munication. The program will consist of seven training 
cycles and cover approximately 175 participants. Priority 
program countries include Bangladesh, Cambodia, Ne-

pal, the Philippines, and potentially Myanmar. Uganda, 
Somalia, Rwanda, and Ethiopia may be added from the 
Eastern Africa region at a later stage.
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and Performing Arts



Malmö Academy of Music

DAVID JOHNSON
Doctoral Candidate

David is a doctoral student at the Malmö Academy of 
Music. His doctoral study aims to describe the current 
song repertoire and singing practices in compulsory Swe-
dish school and to set these findings in an international 
and historical perspective. One of the recent publications 
that David has edited is a book called “Confluence: Per-
spectives from an intercultural music exchange in Nepal” 
(2018). The book chronicles a musical meeting between 
Scandinavian and Nepali musicians, educators, young 
children, and music education researchers in a Mana-
maiju—the “Village of Musicians”—situated a short 
distance from Nepal’s capital, Kathmandu.

PÄR MOBERG
Lecturer

Pär works with folk and world music in a broad sense, 
ranging from the local folk tradition of Skåne to Arabic, 
Balkan, and Indian classical. His current artistic work is 
called ‘Nordic Raga’, that brings together three Swedish 
folk musicians (Mats Edén, Dan Svensson and I) and an 
Indian musician (Jyotsna Srikanth) to jointly explore how 
to use the principles of South Indian Carnatic music to 
work with improvisation in Nordic folk music. Pär teaches 
ensemble, main instrument, and career-building courses, 
sometimes also arrangement and composition.

Malmö Theatre Academy

DITTE BJERG
Head of Department, Senior lecturer

Since August 2018, Ditte has been the prefect of Malmö 
Theatre Academy. She is responsible for both education 
and research. Her latest productions include: “Made in 
India”, documentary theatre on Indian surrogacy.
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Interview with Pär Moberg

Pär Moberg is course director and lecturer at the Folk and World Music department at the 
Malmö Academy of Music. When it comes to his music background, he is a folk musician 
with a rock background who likes catchy melodies and groove. Pär’s interest in Indian 
music began in the 1990s when he traveled to India with his family and also purchased a 
pair of tablas and tried to teach himself. His recent engagements with South Asian music 
involve forming and playing with a group called ‘Nordic Raga’ and beginning to play a bit 
of Afghani music through his recent contact with Afghani refugees.

DISCOVERING SOUTH ASIA THROUGH MUSIC
Pär’s interest in South Asia through music began after a 
trip to India in the 1990s. He had been aware of Indian 
classical music through his interest in folk and world 
music, but after purchasing a pair of tablas and trying to 
teach himself, his appreciation for the theory and sound 
of Indian classical music were strengthened and further 
raised his interest in working with Indian music. Howe-
ver, Pär explains that he has more practical experience 
in playing Afghani music, mainly to the audience with 
Afghan roots in Sweden.

THE NORDIC RAGA - INDIAN INSPIRATION 
FOR NORDIC FOLK MUSIC EXPLORATIONS
Pär explains that starting the project ‘Nordic Raga’ with 
his friend led to his more practical and serious involve-
ment with Indian classical music. The aim was to use in-
spiration from Indian music to do more improvisation in 
Nordic folk music. This led to inviting the London-based 
South Indian violin player Jyotsna Srikanth to join the 
project, which according to Pär has been a great learning 
opportunity. Most of Nordic Raga’s repertoire consists 
of Swedish folk with some attempts at playing Indian 
music. Pär traveled to India for a tour with Nordic Raga 
in summer 2016. He describes it as a great experience 
with the audiences giving them a warm welcome.

INDIAN CLASSICAL MUSIC AS A KEY TO 
UNDERSTANDING MODAL MUSIC
Pär’s fascination with the theory of Indian classical music 
has much to do with the way it can be used to un-
derstand modal music and be used as a tool for composi-
tion and arrangement. According to Pär, the Indian Raga/
Tala system is the most complete theoretical system for 
understanding modal music and can be used more or 
less in any form of modal music. Moreover, Pär explains 
that the more he studied Indian classical music, the more 
his appreciation for its theory, complexity, and the skills 
of the performers grew.

REMAINING OPEN FOR NEW 
COLLABORATIONS IN THE FUTURE
Pär does not have specific plans regarding his future 
endeavors with South Asian music. He has given up fly-
ing for environmental reasons which limits his touring 
options. He says that Nordic Raga remains available for 
concerts when there is interest. When it comes to aca-
demic collaborations, Pär tells that last year they had a 
great North Indian sitar player, Hindol Deb, as a guest 
lecturer at the Academy. He also mentions that Hindol 
Deb might return since their institution opens up ar-
tistic research positions. Pär projects that there will be 
quite a lot going on in the area of Indian classical music 
within their department in the future if Hindol joins the 
academy.

18





Faculty of Humanities  
and Theology



Department of History

SIDSEL HANSSON
Senior Lecturer, Centre for East and South-East Asian 
Studies

Sidsel Hansson is a South Asia specialist who has been 
teaching and tutoring at the Centre for East and South-
East Asian Studies since 2003, and who currently is acting 
as a study and student coordinator. Her academic work 
touches upon women as symbols of religious discourses 
in Hindu Nationalism; disasters and gendered violence in 
Pakistan; and Hinduism, ecology and the Ganges water 
controversy among other things.

THERESE BOJE MORTENSEN
Doctoral Candidate, Human Rights Studies

Therese’s doctoral project is concerned with the role of 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) as de facto 
‘duty bearers’ of human rights, specifically children’s 
protection rights, in Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. 
Her research is concerned with topics such as human 
rights education in the cultural context of Rajasthan and 
the local perceptions of institutional care of children, 
under the umbrella of global-local dynamics related to 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child in India.

Centre for Theology and Religious Studies

HISTORY OF RELIGIONS AND RELIGIOUS 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE

MARTIN GANSTEN
Researcher

Martin has taught the History of Religions in Lund on 
and off since 1998, with the title of docent since 2010. 
His teaching has focused on Indic religions, and he rein-
troduced teaching Sanskrit at Lund in 2001, which is 
however no longer on the curriculum. Martin also taught 
Indology and Sanskrit at the Copenhagen University at 
intervals from 2005 to 2015.

Martin defended his doctoral thesis in 2003, entitled 
Patterns of Destiny: Hindu Nād. ī Astrology. Thereafter, 
he has continued to take a particular interest in the 
transmission of horoscopic astrology to South Asia and 
its development. He has also published direct Sanskrit-to-
Swedish translations of the Bhagavadgītā (2001, 2008; 
the first such translation to appear since 1908) and of 
the early Upanis.ads (in collaboration with Dr. Måns Broo, 
2005; the first-ever such translation).

From 2015 to 2017, Martin collaborated with Prof. Olle 
Qvarnström on a project entitled The Hindu Reception 
of Perso-Arabic Traditions of Knowledge and the Role 
of Jainism in Cultural Transmission (externally funded by 

Riksbankens Jubileumsfond, though also approved by 
the SRC). This resulted in a series of research papers 
published (Open Access) in History of Science in South 
Asia and Journal of South Asian Intellectual History, in 
addition to the approximately 900-page volume The 
Jewel of Annual Astrology: A Parallel Sanskrit-English 
Critical Edition of Balabhadra’s Hāyanaratna, currently 
in press with Brill (publication expected in early 2020).

KRISTINA MYRVOLD
Guest Professor

Kristina earned her PhD in History of Religions from Lund 
University and is an Associate Professor of Religious Stu-
dies at Linnaeus University with a focus on Indian religions 
and cultures. Her area of specialization is Sikh and Punjab 
Studies, focusing on Sikh beliefs, ritual practices, and 
historiography; as well as Indian migration, integration 
processes, and identity formation in the diaspora. Her 
current research focuses on the intersections of religion 
and technology in Punjab, print history of religious Sikh 
texts, and the production and use of miniature books in 
Sikh and Islamic traditions.

Furthermore, Kristina was recently awarded the Hedda 
Andersson Professorship for at least one year, starting in 
2020. This means she will be working at the Lund Uni-
versity Center for Theology and Religious Studies (CTR).
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OLLE QVARNSTRÖM
Professor

Olle has worked on South Asian religions since the 
1980s. He completed his PhD at Lund University in 1989, 
which was an analysis, critical edition, and translation of 
a doxographic text. Olle has impressive language skills in 
Sanskrit, Pali, and classical Tibetan. Furthermore, he has 
undertaken several postdocs, one at Harvard University, 
one at Berkeley, and one at Lund University. After his 
postdocs, Olle has been teaching and researching while 
affiliated with various institutions, including the School 
of Oriental and African Studies in the UK and Leipzig 
University in Germany.

Over the years, Olle’s research has touched upon Hindu 
Philosophy, Doxography in India, and most of all Jainism. 
Olle has published various articles and written and edited 
book chapters and books on Jainism, including A Hand-
book on the Three Jewels of Jainism: The Yogasastra of 
Hemacandra (2012, Hindi Granth Karyalay, Mumbai), 
Jaina Scriptures and Philospohy (2015, Routledge) and 
Joyful Celestials: Jain murals of Ellora (2018, Sapna Book 
House, Bangalore).

Interview with Olle Qvarnström

Olle Qvarnström is a senior professor at the Centre for Theology and Religious Studies, 
Department of History of Religions, Lund University. His research is primarily devoted 
to the medieval philosophical and theological traditions of Hinduism, Buddhism, and 
Jainism, whose ideological systems, practices, conflicts, and mutual influences are studied 
from previously unworked source material in Sanskrit, Prakrit, and Tibetan; even Indian 
art and Jain relations to Islam has been part of his research.

DISCOVERING FASCINATION  
TOWARDS SOUTH ASIA THROUGH 
LANGUAGES AND RELIGION
Olle’s fascination with South Asia and Indic religions be-
gan in the 1970s. An early interest in meditation made 
him curious to explore intellectually the various religious 
traditions stemming from this part of the world. The first 
time he traveled to India was at the beginning of the 
1980s. The purpose was to study Sanskrit at Banaras 
Hindu University in Varanasi. After his return to Lund, 
he began his doctoral studies in History of Religions and 
embarked upon studies in Sanskrit, Pali, and classical 
Tibetan at Copenhagen University. His PhD was a critical 
edition, translation, and historical analysis of a Buddhist 
philosophical text from the 6thcentury AD. The manus-
cript was discovered in the Za Lu monastery in Tibet but 
was kept in the China National Library of Nationalities. 
Thanks to a collaboration between Copenhagen and 
Beijing, he was introduced to a Chinese scholar who 
brought him the manuscript and taught him to decipher 
the unusual alphabet used in this unique manuscript.

FOCUS ON BUDDHIST, JAIN AND 
BRAHMANICAL PHILOSOPHIES
After his PhD, Olle lectured and conducted research at 
several universities in the USA, Canada, and Europe, in-
cluding Harvard, Berkeley, Toronto, London, and Leipzig. 
Apart from continuing his study of the interaction and 
mutual influences between different Buddhist, Jain, and 
Brahmanical philosophical traditions, he deepened his 
study of Jainism, a religion that had been largely neglec-
ted by the scholarly community, leading to an incomplete 
and lopsided understanding of the development of its 
sister religions, Hinduism and Buddhism. Most recently, 
Olle has been studying the relationship between Jainism 
and Islam during the Delhi Sultanate. This was part of a 
research project with Dr. Martin Gansten entitled “The 
Hindu reception of Perso-Arabic traditions of knowledge 
and the role of Jainism in cultural transmission”.
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AN ART HISTORIAN PERSPECTIVE  
ON JAIN CAVE PAINTINGS
Even though Olle is primarily a textual scholar, he has 
also been engaged in the study of Jain art in India. Some 
years ago, he traveled with a colleague to Ellora in Maha-
rashtra to document Jain cave paintings dating from the 
9th century AD. In contrast to the Buddhist paintings in 
Ajanta, located north of Ellora and which have received 
an exceptional amount of attention, only a handful of 
Ellora’s Jain cave paintings had been reproduced in books 
on Jain religion and surveys of Indian art. The paintings 
are placed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List and are of 

importance not only to the history of Jain art but to that 
of Indian art and religion as a whole. The results of this 
project will be published in 2020.

SOUTH ASIA AS A VAST RESOURCE FOR  
THE STUDY OF RELIGION, LANGUAGES,  
AND PHILOSOPHY
During the interview with Olle, it becomes clear that 
the study of South Asia is not only indispensable for our 
understanding of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism in 
India and the rest of Asia but also highly relevant to the 
understanding of contemporary Europe. Over the past 
two centuries, Indian currents of ideas influenced the 
West in various forms, from Romanticism and Theosophy 
to modern religious movements and New Age, and in-
creasingly spread through immigration and missionary 
activities. When it comes to the study of Sanskrit, Olle 
remarks that many students and scholars interested in 
the religions of India or the history of the Indo-European 
languages have shown great interest in reintroducing the 
teaching of Sanskrit at Lund University, particularly since 
today it is only offered at Uppsala University.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS
When it comes to future research, Olle wishes to conti-
nue his studies of the much-neglected Jain tradition from 
a present-day as well as a historical perspective. Another 
project is to investigate the parallels of Indic religious 
thought with, and its direct and indirect influences on, 
Western cultural history.

Projects

DISSERTATION: RURAL WOMEN IN 
BANGLADESH: THE LEGAL STATUS OF 
WOMEN AND THE CONFLICT BETWEEN NGOS 
AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS (1998-2010)

Author: Abdel Baten Miaji

This study provides an analytical discussion on the sta-
tus of rural women in Bangladesh focusing on the legal 
status, religious practices, and patriarchal social norms in 
a new era of economic freedom created by microcredit 
programs and government policies. It also analyzes the 
conflict and debate about women and development 
activities between NGOs and religious groups.
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Department of Law

ULRIKA ANDERSSON
Senior Lecturer, Associate Professor

Ulrika’s main research focuses on questions concerning 
law and power. She is particularly interested in issues 
of sexuality and gender, in addition to power relations 
regarding class and ethnicity. She has researched sexual 
offenses, highlighting the gendered structure of legal 
definitions as well as the proof process. She is also col-
laborating with the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) 
in Mumbai, India.

DARIA DAVITTI
Postdoctoral Researcher 

Daria’s research focuses on the implementation of in-
ternational law and international human rights law in 
complex contexts, such as situations of armed conflict, 
forced migration, and humanitarian emergencies. Her 
work examines the obligations and responsibilities of 
states, international organizations, and private compa-
nies operating in such contexts. She is currently carrying 
out a research project in Lund, called “Liquid Borders”, 
which examines EU migration policies to interrogate how 
they contribute to the ‘liquidity’ of the EU borders, for 
example through externalization, cooperation with third 
countries, privatization, and development aid. She is also 
the head of the Human Rights Law Centre’s Forced Mig-
ration Unit at the University of Nottingham (UK). Daria 
recently published a monograph with Hart Publishing 
(2019), which focuses on the protection of the right to 
water in the context of extractive sector investment in 
countries like Afghanistan. She has further conducted 
various research projects on Afghanistan.
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Interview with Daria Davitti

Daria comes from Italy originally but lived a large part of her life in the UK, where she 
also completed her university studies and her PhD. Her work on South Asia focuses 
on Afghanistan, where she spent three years working with two different organizations, 
DACAAR and UNAMA. Daria is currently teaching and researching at the Faculty of 
Law at Lund University, while she continues supervising PhD students in the UK. In her 
work, Daria is interested in researching the ways in which international human rights 
law intersects with other branches of international law. She is interested in both the 
theoretical and practical dimensions of these legal intersections, their conceptualizations, 
and their policy implications.

DARIA’S JOURNEY WITH AFGHANISTAN 
– UNDERSTANDING THE INTERSECTIONS 
BETWEEN CONFLICT AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Daria’s journey with Afghanistan began in 2006 when 
she moved there to work with the Danish Committee for 
Aid to Afghan Refugees (DACAAR). She had just finished 
her LLM in Human Rights Law at the University of Not-
tingham. Daria applied for work in two different orga-
nizations, DACAAR and The United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). She was accepted 
to both, but since security clearance with the UN took 

nine months, Daria started her work with DACAAR. At 
DACAAR, she was employed as a monitoring evaluation 
officer, one of her main tasks also being supporting the 
director in the implementation of the NGO’s programs. 
After nine months with DACAAR, she started working 
as a Human Rights Field Officer with UNAMA until the 
end of her three-year stay in the country.

Daria tells that her experience with these two orga-
nizations was very different, yet the political context in 
Afghanistan was relevant for both. Furthermore, Daria 
explains that of DACAAR’s two branches, rural develop-
ment and water sanitation, she was more involved in 
the former due to her focus on gender work. During her 
time with DACAAR, she proposed a new gender policy at 
the organizational level. However, Daria explains that it 
took a while for the policy to be implemented because in 
2006 the board did not consider it immediately relevant 
to the needs of the NGO. Daria also observed that her 
relationship with local communities as a representative 
of a humanitarian organization was very different from 
when she started working as a UN officer. She explains 
that this had mainly to do with the different expectations 
held by the community, as well as with the different 
organizations’ mandates. Lastly, Daria says that thanks 
to her close collaboration with Afghan colleagues she 
was able to gain a better in-depth understanding of 
human rights violations in the local context. She saw 
how nothing exists in a vacuum, rather they are always 
dependent on the political context, such as the impact 
and influence of warlords on the local communities.

ON BECOMING AND BEING AN EXPERT
After returning from Afghanistan, Daria began her PhD 
studies which she completed in 2014. Her PhD focused 
on the relationship between investment law and human 
rights law in Afghanistan, with a focus on the extractive 
sector. She was interested in how the activities of mining 
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companies in Afghanistan impact the right and access to 
water, taking the case study of Aynak copper mine in Lo-
gar province. However, due to the deteriorating security 
situation, Daria was unable to return to Afghanistan for 
fieldwork and instead she approached the topic from a 
more theoretical perspective. Her book Investment and 
Human Rights in Armed Conflict: Charting an Elusive In-
tersection, expanding on the same topic, was published 
by Hart Publishing Ltd in 2019.

Despite her many years of engagement with Afgha-
nistan, Daria says that she does not fully feel like an 
expert since she has not always been working on Afgha-
nistan. Despite having an understanding of the country 
and its context, she says that due to not having closely 
followed up on recent changes, she does not see herself 
as an expert. Yet, Daria thinks that her time in Afghanis-
tan and the academic output that followed helped her to 
gain an understanding of the needs of Afghan refugee 
communities and their cultures. And now, in her current 
research project on access to healthcare of the aging 
Afghan refugee population in Sweden, Daria is able to 
use this knowledge. At the moment, she is drafting a 
research proposal to look at the impact that dementia 
and other neurodegenerative diseases have on refugee 
communities in Sweden, with a focus on Afghans. Daria 
is working together with Titti Mattson, a professor in 
Public Law at the Department of Law. They aim to learn 
about the different needs that the aging refugee popula-
tion has, and about the different barriers they face when 
it comes to access to healthcare services. Moreover, Daria 
emphasizes that recent research connects the impact 
of stress and constant trauma to the early onset of de-
mentia and other neurodegenerative diseases, and the 
fact that some policies that are currently implemented 
in Sweden and Europe may contribute to a deterioration 
of elderly refugees’ health and well-being.

AFGHANISTAN AND SOUTH ASIA ALWAYS ON 
THE POLITICAL AND INTERNATIONAL HUMAN 
RIGHTS AGENDA
Daria predicts that South Asia as a geopolitical entity 
will not lose its importance any time soon and that it 
will keep on coming back, as history has shown. Da-
ria explains that from a legal perspective, Afghanistan 
and its neighboring countries always provide a lot of 
research inspiration—whether in terms of refugee law, 
international humanitarian law, or human rights law. 
Daria reflected, however, on the marked shift of interest 
away from Afghanistan in the international community’s 
discourse. It is different, she notes, from when she retur-
ned to the UK in 2009 and there were coffins of soldiers 
coming back every day and crossing the cities, keeping 
the conflict in Afghanistan in the daily reality of people. 
While these shifts of interests are not surprising, they 
have significant consequences for Afghanistan and its 
people, their self-determination, and the achievement 
of peace.
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Centre for Environmental  
and Climate Research (CEC)

WILHELM MAY
Researcher

As a climate scientist, Wilhelm works on various aspects 
of climate variability and change, in particular, the Indian 
summer monsoon and the variability and extremes of 
daily precipitation in different regions, including South 
Asia.

Department of Physical Geography  
and Ecosystem Science

H. JONAS AKERMAN
Senior Lecturer

Jonas has been active in applied Physical Geography in 
development projects within the agricultural and rural 
development sectors. He has wide international expe-
rience through long-term assignments in India and Africa 

within projects concerning environmental management 
and development issues, agriculture, agroforestry, soil 
erosion, and conservation, as well as general rural de-
velopment. He has also worked as a technical adviser 
within ministries of Agriculture (India, Lesotho, and 
Zambia) and Environment (Kenya, Zambia).
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Department of Communication and Media

ANDREAS MATTSSON
Lecturer, International Coordinator, Programme Coor-
dinator, Project Manager at the Department of Com-
munication and Media

Andreas’ main research area is the growth of digital me-
dia and online journalism. He is the project coordinator 
of the Sweden-South Asia Media project, which aims to 
connect Swedish journalists and media researchers to 
counterparts in the South Asian countries and to find 
new ways of working with journalism in the digital age. 
In recent years, Andreas has collaborated with Vibodh 
Parthasarathi, with their research interests being at the 
intersection of journalism practice, digital technology, 
and governance from a comparative international per-
spective, with a specific concern on values of access and 
diversity. Andreas is currently working on a research pro-

ject called: “The Role of Social Norms in Fighting Corrup-
tion in Local Governments”. In 2015, SASNET received 
a 100 000 SEK grant from the Crafoord Foundation to 
expand the Sweden-South Asia Project. The project is 
a collaboration between SASNET, the Department of 
Strategic Communication, and the School of Journalism 
at Lund University. The grant has been used to arrange 
workshops and conferences dealing with online harass-
ment in India and Sweden. In addition to this, the need 
for a global perspective on threats, harassment, and 
misinformation spreading on digital platforms and the 
issue of digital ethics will also be addressed. One of the 
related events was a workshop held in October 2015 
which addressed online hate in India and Sweden. It was 
organized by Andreas Mattson and Nils Gustafsson from 
the Department of Strategic Communication.

Department of Gender Studies

CRISTINA CHAMINADE
Professor

Christina’s main area of expertise is in the interplay bet-
ween innovation and sustainable development. Her main 
research interests are the globalization of innovation and 
system transformation in developing countries. Throug-
hout the years she has conducted research in China, 
India, South Africa, Thailand, and Brazil, among others. 
She is currently focused on innovative practices, combi-
ning novel ways to acquire income with social equity and 
nature conservation in critical regions.

RIYA RAPHAEL
Doctoral Candidate

Before her PhD project, Riya worked in the field of 
political economy. Her doctoral dissertation is titled 
“Feminist explorations of value: From informal traders 
to global value chains”. The dissertation explores the 
conceptualization of value and is situated in the field of 
feminist political economy. The empirical section of the 
dissertation delves into the working lives of pheriwale, 
informal traders in Delhi, India. One of the main aims of 
following this group is to see how a globalizing economy 
can be understood from a standpoint that continues to 
exist outside mainstream studies on political economy.

HELLE RYDSTRÖM
Professor

Rydström is specialized in the anthropology of gender 
in Asia. She has a background in International Deve-
lopment Studies and Social Anthropology. Her research 
focuses specifically on gendered violence, war, sexuality, 
gender socialization, and education. She has collabo-
rated with Delhi University and several of her research 
projects touch upon gender-related issues in India.

MARIA TONINI
Senior Lecturer

Maria Tonini is a lecturer at the Department of Gender 
Studies and in the Graduate School of Social Sciences. 
Her research focuses on gender and sexuality in South 
Asia, with projects touching on queer sexualities, re-
cognition, homosexuality, and masculinities in India and 
Vietnam. Her current research project, co-authored with 
Helle Rydström, Catarina Kinnvall, and Lisa Eklund, is 
titled: “Precariousness at Work: Workplace Violence 
against Women Employees in Nordic Companies Out-
sourced to Asia”.
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Interview with Maria Tonini

Maria is a senior lecturer and researcher at the Department for Gender Studies. She 
completed her BA in Asian Languages and Civilizations from Venice (2004) and her 
MA in Critical Media and Cultural Studies (2006) from SOAS. She received her PhD 
in Gender Studies in 2016 from Lund University. In 2017 Maria was a postdoctoral 
researcher at SASNET and thereafter she has been working at the Lund University 
Gender Studies department.

TWENTY YEARS OF SOUTH ASIA EXPERIENCE
Maria starting working on South Asia in 1999 when 
she began her bachelor’s degree in Italy. She chose to 
specialize in India and study Hindi. Since then, she has 
maintained the India track and focus on the postcolonial 
South as much as possible. Her main approach has been 
postcolonial analysis on a broader epistemological level.

Maria’s interest in India grew from a curiosity to dis-
cover non-Eurocentric subjects of study. She explains 
that in high school in Italy, the approach to the study of 
classics and humanities is highly Eurocentric, and thus 
learning about the rest of the world began fascinating 
her. Maria’s decision to choose India as the specialization 
of her bachelor’s was confirmed after she met the Hindi 
professor at her faculty. This Italian woman had spent 
half of her life in India, and Maria felt inspired by her. 
Maria traveled to India for the first time when she was 21 
years old. She tells that it was not love at first sight, but 
there was something that kept her wanting to return.

WORKING WITH INDIA THROUGH THE 
GENDER LENS
Maria’s research on India has been through the lens of 
gender in which she has taken an ethnographic approach 
to issues around sexuality and LGBT rights. Her fieldwork 
has been based in Delhi, and she has been going back 
in recent years. Maria explains that conducting research 
in India has been a steep learning curve, in terms of 
the complexity of social fabric, the gender approach, 
and the issues of youth and sexuality. She emphasizes 
that there is a large difference in looking at these issues 
in India in comparison to Europe. Overall, Maria feels 
that the general environment on talking about sexuality 
has finally changed for better in India, in part thanks to 
recent (2013) positive legal development that legalized 
homosexuality and affirmed that discrimination based on 
sexual orientation is a fundamental violation of rights.

ON THE PRACTICALITIES OF CONDUCTING 
LGBT AND GENDER RESEARCH IN INDIA
While conducting research on India, Maria approached 
a segment of educated people and college students 
who already had access to a network of information. 
This facilitated her research, as opposed to the possible 
difficulties that could arise when engaging with people 
in rural areas. Thus, her experience of research in an ur-
ban environment in Delhi was very positive as she could 
always find her tribe and her corner, and many things 
were happening. Also, she did not face any resistance 
from her participants when it came to discussing matters 
around LGBT rights and sexuality. The challenges she 
faced were mainly logistical since the whole city was 
her field. Her approach was to follow her participants in 
their daily activities to understand how the city interacts 
with queer sexualities and vice versa.
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ON THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING AN 
INTERSECTIONAL APPROACH TO STUDYING 
GENDER IN SOUTH ASIA
Maria mentions that there is a general trend to focus so-
lely on women’s issues when it comes to gender studies 
in South Asia. She argues that this overshadows other 
gender research, such as her studies on queers, for which 
there is much less interest from a specialist perspective. 
Moreover, Maria expresses the need to look at gender 
from an intersectional perspective, including the issues 
of caste, class, religion, locality, and language. When it 
comes to the general importance of South Asia as a re-
gion for study, Maria says that right now in Sweden there 
could be more interest and funding for the area. She 
argues that research in Europe, also in Sweden, has be-
come very provincial, with most of the funding directed 
to topics that concern problems of Europe and Europe 
as a political entity. Furthermore, in terms of political 
economy, Maria remarks on the importance of keeping 
an eye on how South Asia is moving in the geopolitical 
sphere, and how, for example, India wants to extend its 
influence on the situation in Pakistan.

MAINTAINING THE SOUTH ASIA FOCUS
Maria is currently working on a research project that 
looks at gendered vulnerability at work, focusing on large 
Nordic companies that outsource factories and produc-
tion to India and Sri Lanka. She will focus on what hap-
pens within the companies at the local level in Sweden, 
in terms of policymaking regarding fair labor conditions, 
sustainability, and gender equality. Maria explains that 
since the policies are drafted here, and then translated 
and transported somewhere else, something gets lost 
in the translation. The main question then becomes to 
what extent are companies responsible for the safety of 
employees who are not directly theirs, but higher on the 
supply chain? The project combines data on the decision-
making process in Sweden and the personal experiences 
of women working in South Asia. Maria says that she 
would also like to work on new India-focused research 
projects in the future. For her, South Asia remains a very 
inspiring, interesting part of the world.

Department of Human Geography

GÖRAN DJURFELDT
Professor Emeritus

Göran conducts research on rural and agrarian develop-
ment in India and Sub-Saharan Africa. In 2016, he com-
pleted a monograph on structural agrarian transforma-
tion in India (Routledge 2016). Some of his other recent 
publications that focus on India include a co-authored 
book chapter “Progress over the long haul dynamics of 
agrarian change in the Kaveri delta” in Persistence of 
Poverty in India. Earlier on, his work focused on rural 
development, agrarian change, and welfare policies in 
Tamil Nadu, India, with multiple working papers comple-
ted in 2007 and 2008.

SUYASH JOLLY
Postdoctoral Researcher 

Research interests: institutional entrepreneurship, tech-
nology management, social and sustainable entrepre-
neurship, innovation policy, frugal innovation, business 
models, and sustainability transitions. Suyash’s interests 
evolved from studying innovative business models in the 
field of off-grid solar PV energy by social entrepreneurs 
in India to studying collective action between multiple 
actors for shaping the development of wind and solar 
PV energy in India.
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Department of Media  
and Communication Studies

ANNETTE HILL
Professor

Annette is the programme leader for the MSc in Media 
Communication and a visiting professor at King’s Col-

lege, London, UK. Her research focuses on audiences 
and popular culture with interests in media engagement, 
everyday life, genres, production studies, and cultures of 
viewing. She has supervised Sanchari De, who resear-
ched bloggers in the Shahbag movement in Bangladesh.

Department of Political Science

OLE ELGSTRÖM
Professor

Ole’s research has in recent years focused on the Euro-
pean Union’s global roles and how the EU is perceived 
by external actors. On top of this, he has recently probed 
the changed character of modern multilateral negotia-
tions after the rise of the emerging powers (China, India, 
Brazil, and others). Ole is interested in finding out how 
changing power configurations have also transformed 
patterns of negotiation strategies and coalition-building.

CATARINA KINNVALL
Professor

Catarina Kinnvall is a professor at the Department of 
Political Science. Her research interests involve political 
psychology, migration and multiculturalism, globaliza-
tion and security, religion, and nationalism, with a par-
ticular focus on South Asia and Europe. She has also 
written several books and articles, including “Globaliza-
tion and Religious Nationalism in India: The Search for 
Ontological Security”. In July 2019, Catarina published 
an article together with Sidsel Hansson, titled “Disasters 
and Gendered Violence in Pakistan: Religion, Nationa-
lism and Masculinity”.

THORSTEINN KRISTINSSON
Doctoral Candidate

Thorsteinn is a doctoral student at the Department of 
Political Science. His work centers mostly on China and 
East Asia, and also on BRICS/rising powers and regiona-
lism in Asia, touching upon India and South Asia.

TED SVENSSON
Senior Lecturer

Ted Svensson has worked at the Department of Poli-
tical Science since 2009. He is currently a member of 
the research program STANCE and the research project 
“Politics of World Heritage”. His research interests in-
clude state formation, identity politics, cultural heritage, 
contemporary South Asia, and issues broadly related to 
constitutive moments. Moreover, he is an editor of the 
SAGE Journal “Cooperation and Conflict”.
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Department of Sociology

TULLIA JACK
Researcher

Tullia has been working on a paper that explores the 
relationships between access to infrastructures, globali-
zing conventions, social mobility, and resource consump-
tion in everyday lives. Her case study is cleanliness in 
Mysore, Southern India, drawing on interviews with 28 
Mysoreans about discourses, perceptions, and organi-
zation of cleaning. The project argues that those who 
already have responsibilities to clean, clean more, and 
questions whether infrastructures and policies purported 
to increase the quality of life and help provide basic hu-
man rights through increasing cleanliness inadvertently 
contribute to deepening social stratification, as well as 
put extra pressure on already strained water resources.

STAFFAN LINDBERG (1943–2019)
Professor Emeritus

Staffan Lindberg was the founder and former director 
of SASNET (between 2000 and 2007). Until the end of 
his life, he dedicated himself to South Asia-centered 
research and supported the activities of SASNET. Staf-
fan was one of the leading figures in India concerning 
South Asia Studies. His academic achievements were 

many: he carried out large-scale fieldwork in Tamil Nadu, 
touching upon the impact of mechanization of farming 
on agriculture workers, the Green Revolution, indirect 
land reforms and new farmers concentrated movements 
in Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Maharasthra, and Uttar Pradesh. 
Besides his research work, Staffan taught students at all 
levels and guided 20 doctoral students to PhD degrees.

UZMA KAZI
Doctoral Candidate

Uzma has a background in Sociology and Development 
Studies. She has previously worked with the Citizens 
Foundation (TCF) in Pakistan, an NGO engaged in set-
ting up schools in urban slums and rural areas. She has 
experience of doing fieldwork both in Pakistan and 
Sweden. Uzma’s main research areas include ethnic and 
religious identity formation in migration contexts, wel-
fare and social policy, development in the Global South, 
and qualitative methods. She is currently researching 
identity formations and the everyday lives of Muslims 
in Sweden. She is interested in understanding how a 
‘Muslim’ identity is articulated when intergenerational 
co-histories interact with the Swedish secular societal 
context.

LUCSUS (Lund University Centre  
for Sustainability Studies)

EBBA BRINK
Postdoctoral Researcher 

Ebba’s areas of expertise include climate change adapta-
tion and disaster risk reduction, ecosystem services and 
nature-based solutions in urban areas, transdisciplinarity, 
and informal settlements in Latin America and India. Her 
current research focus at LUCSUS is on synergies and 
conflicts around climate change adaptation and related 
nature-based solutions in informal settlements in rapidly 
urbanizing cities in the Global South, particularly in Brazil 
and India.

MINE ISLAR
Senior Lecturer

Mine’s research areas include energy justice and the 
sustainability of energy systems, water and energy 
governance, social movements and collective action, 
degrowth, and migration. Her research focuses on the 
question of politics of transformative change as well as 
the political agency of change. She has researched col-
lective movements for sustainability through the case 
studies of citizen municipalism, including in Nepal. One 
of her recent research projects on Nepal is titled “Rivers 
of Commons: A study on the sustainability of small 
hydro-projects in Nepal”.
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CHRISTINE WAMSLER
Professor

Christine is an expert in sustainable urban development 
with a focus on integral climate change adaptation, 
disaster risk reduction/management, climate policy 
mainstreaming, resilience, and transformation. She has 
worked and researched in Brazil, Chile, Colombia, El 
Salvador, Germany, Guatemala, India, Kosovo, Mexico, 
Peru, the Philippines, Sweden, Tanzania, Togo, and the 
UK.

STEPHEN WORONIECKI
Doctoral Candidate

Stephen’s doctoral research focuses on nature-based so-
lutions to climate change adaptation in Sri Lanka. With 

the aid of a power-based analysis, he explores the po-
tential of these solutions to facilitate the empowerment 
of the most climate-vulnerable groups. Broadly speaking, 
his work contributes to incorporating relational and plu-
ral approaches into Sustainability Science.

Before his PhD, Stephen worked in the Climate Change 
and Biodiversity program of the UN Environment-World 
Conservation Monitoring Centre, working to support 
the UN-REDD program on issues of spatial planning, 
safeguards, and multiple benefits, as well as on Eco-
system-based Adaptation to climate change (EbA). He 
has experience from working in Britain, Mexico, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Peru, and Nepal on a variety of issues with the 
common theme of nature-society interactions.

School of Social Work

JAN MAGNUSSON
Senior Lecturer, Associate Professor

Jan’s research interests include social change, social 
policy and welfare, social movements, South Asia, Hi-
malaya, Tibetan refugees, and social movements in the 
western Himalayas. His recent research outputs have 
focused on the Baltistan movement on Facebook and 
the Tibetan refugee settlement as a model of Nehruvian 
development in India.

RISHI JHA
Doctoral Candidate at the School of Social Work

Rishi has a multidisciplinary academic background from 
the Indian Council of Agricultural Research and the Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences in Mumbai. Before his docto-
ral work, he engaged with diverse state and civil society 
institutions in the fields of urban and rural poverty al-
leviation. His doctoral project examines how urban poor 
interface the state-controlled, market-facilitated and civil 
society-mediated displacement, resettlement, and reha-
bilitation projects in India’s biggest megacity—Mumbai.
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Interview with Rishi Jha

Rishi comes from the Northern state of Bihar in India. He did his bachelor’s in 
Agricultural Science at the Indian Council of Agricultural Research and continued with a 
master’s in social work from the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (Mumbai). As a current 
doctoral candidate at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Lund University, Rishi explores 
the transforming state-subaltern relations through urban redevelopment, engendered 
subjectivities in resettlement and rehabilitation processes, and everyday experiences of 
dwelling and aspects of governance in resettlement colonies widespread in one of the 
biggest megacities in South Asia—Mumbai.

DIVERSE WAYS OF COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT AS A LENS FOR  
STUDYING INDIA
Rishi’s academic engagement with South Asia began in 
2012-2013. Since then, he has engaged with the is-
sues of urban poverty, the role of state and civil society 
engagement, and the transforming community relations 
in terms of urban and rural poverty alleviation. After his 
graduation, he worked as a young professional in one 
of India’s biggest rural poverty alleviation programs, the 
National Rural Livelihoods Mission’s state unit in Bihar. 
Alongside this, Rishi used his holidays to work for vari-
ous NGOs that focus on various aspects of community 
development. This helped him to understand the diverse 
ways of community engagement.

FROM A TECHNOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE OF 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE TO EXPLORING THE 
HUMAN SIDE OF URBAN POVERTY
Rishi shares that he experienced a complete transforma-
tion in his perspective during his studies. While comple-
ting his bachelor’s degree in agriculture and conducting 
research on the possible ways to increase yield as a solu-
tion for alleviating rural poverty, Rishi discovered that 
yield was not the actual issue. In fact, he came to know 
of the systematic nature of poverty. This realization cau-
sed him to change his direction and look at the human 
side of poverty. As a result, Rishi decided to pursue his 
postgrad at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences and com-
pleted his degree in social work with the specialization 
of Community Organization and Development Practice. 
For him, this was a lifechanging experience and also 
impacted his orientation towards his professional career, 
first as a development practitioner and later pursuing 
a PhD on the aspects of urbanization of poverty and 
related issues in the cities of Global South.

FIELD REALITIES - ON THE EXPERIENCE OF 
COMMUNITY-BASED IN-DEPTH STUDIES
When asked about his fieldwork experience, Rishi em-
phasizes the importance of dealing with field realities, 
in terms of being willing to face the challenging and 
strenuous parts of it. His current empirical engagement 
with a community-based research project on urban po-
verty forced him to the brutal everyday realities of most 
of the urban denizens—the urban poor, which includes 
homelessness, hunger, diseases, deaths, and systemic 
disenfranchisement from urban society and institutions. 
Rishi says fieldwork and academic writing cannot only 
be about bridging gaps in the literature or explaining it, 
which is in a sense superficial. For him, the fieldwork ex-
ploration could be transformative both on the individual 
and the professional level, which he experienced while 
being part of the community. Also, this was entirely dif-
ferent and contested experience, and a contrast to his 
previous fieldwork experience in an elite setting with 
air-conditioned sanitized data infrastructures. How deep 
one is willing to go into the everyday realities of our 
world as a researcher is a matter of choice, says Rishi.

SOUTH ASIA AS A HUB FOR RESEARCH ON 
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
Rishi argues that South Asia, as a domain of study, is 
becoming increasingly important at the global level. He 
calls it “a geography of the global demographic divi-
dend, socio-political churning, rural and urban transi-
tion, rising economic and political presence at the glo-
bal levels, swelling diaspora and religious and resource 
conflicts among many other contemporary issues”. He 
further points out that recent scholarship on South Asia 
argues against the Eurocentric tendencies of academia—
not only South Asian economies are developing as global 
powers, but academic disciplines are also prospering, 

38



locally and globally. Rishi adds that the social, economic, 
political, technological, and geopolitical transformations 
occurring in South Asia are crucial as they not only com-
plement but also contest global academic knowledge. 
He concludes by predicting that South Asia would re-
main crucial for the next few decades.

BRIDGING INTERESTS FOR STUDYING THE 
TRAJECTORY OF DEVELOPMENT
Rishi is currently engaged with two verticals concerning 
South Asia. First is the ‘Southern Urbanism’ with a focus 
on urban transformation, urban poverty, and (re)housing 
situations. Second is ‘Postcolonial governance’ through 
data infrastructures, emerging statecraft, and urban 
forms in India. Furthermore, Rishi recently co-authored 
a book manuscript tentatively titled “Digital Capitalism 
and the Neoliberal Age”, to be published by Black Orient 
Swan at the beginning of next year. This project looked 
at the historical transformation of urban space in Indian 
cities with the central question being: ‘How does data 
become a tool of governance?’. Rishi adds that this field 
of research is upcoming and largely unexplored, with 
huge potential for exploring how aspects of smart citi-
zenship, digital infrastructures, governance, economy, 
and polity intertwine in postcolonial landscapes.
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Faculty of Medicine



Department of Health Sciences – Physiotherapy

LINA MAGNUSSON
Associate Senior Lecturer

Lina is a university lecturer at the Department of Social 
Medicine and Global Health and an associate senior 
lecturer at the research group of Physiotherapy, under 
the Department of Health Sciences. Lina has a PhD in 
Health and Caring Sciences, an MSc in International 
Health and she is also a prosthetist/orthotist. She has 

worked on the quality of life of prosthetic and orthotic 
users in South India, for which she contributed to a cross-
sectional study that was published in March 2019. In 
2018, she co-authored an article on living as a person 
using a lower-limb prosthesis in Nepal. She has taken 
part in earlier studies as well, focusing on the use of 
prosthetics in Nepal and prosthetic and orthotic services 
in Pakistan.

Department of Internal Medicine – 
Epidemiology

SHANTANU SHARMA
Doctoral Candidate 

Shantanu is a PhD candidate at the Department of Clini-
cal Sciences, a subunit of Internal Medicine at the Clinical 
Research Centre in Malmö. He is specialized in commu-
nity medicine and has worked on case studies from India 
throughout his academic career. His current PhD project 
engages with data from Swedish birth cohorts looking 
at the association between birth parameters (early life 
factors such as height and weight) with later adult onset 
of chronic diseases, cardiometabolic diseases, and can-
cers (breast and prostate). While working on his PhD, 
Shantanu works for the MAMTA Health Institute for 

Mother and Child, a Delhi based NGO, which has multi-
ple initiatives on population and reproductive health in 
some of the North Indian states.

Shantanu’s recent academic engagements with India 
include presenting his work on “Peri-conception care 
service delivery through midwives using mHealth: A case 
study from India” at the Virtual International Day of Mid-
wives in 2019. Furthermore, he presented his work on 
improving the health practices of marginalized women 
and girls in India at the Women Deliver 2019 conference.
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Interview with Shantanu Sharma

Shantanu comes from New Delhi in India, where he also completed his medical studies at 
the Maulana Azad medical college. Shantanu first did his MBBS (bachelor’s in medicine 
and surgery) and then his MD in Community Medicine, accompanied by a postgraduate 
diploma in health and family welfare management. He is a community medicine 
specialist, and in the Indian context this means also dealing with Indian national health 
programs on top of epidemiology and biostatistics.

COMBINING COMMUNITY HEALTH WORK 
WITH ACADEMIC EVIDENCE GENERATION
Throughout his academic studies, Shantanu has main-
tained the combination of working towards improving 
public health care in India and generating evidence th-
rough research epidemiology. For the thesis of his MD 
in Community Medicine, Shantanu conducted a study 
examining the zero prevalence of dengue fever and Ja-
panese encephalitis in Delhi. After graduating from his 
MD, Shantanu did an additional degree, Diplomate of 
National Board, awarded by an autonomous academic 
body under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
Government of India. Thereafter, he began working with 
MAMTA Health Institute for Mother and Child, a Delhi 
based NGO, which has multiple initiatives on population 
and reproductive health in some of the North Indian 
states. MAMTA has a presence across 23 states. Shan-
tanu was looking at the Northern states, Uttar Pradesh 
and Bihar, focusing on chronic diseases such as cancers, 
diabetes, and hypotension (low blood pressure). Later 
on, he shifted to a department focusing on reproductive, 
maternal, and child health, which he continued with and 
is still currently engaged with during his PhD studies. 
Shantanu has been focusing on different aspects of ma-
ternal health and child immunization in UP, Bihar, and 
Rajasthan, and in one district in Maharashtra.

LOW AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES AS 
HUBS FOR EVIDENCE GENERATION
While discussing the relevance of South Asia for medical 
research, Shantanu says that the low and middle-income 
countries, LMCIs, are the hubs for evidence generation 
and at the forefront of most public health discussions. 
This applies to multiple research topics and public health 
needs in South Asia, particularly in India and Nepal. 
These include nutrition-related issues, child marriage, 
reproduction, population, family planning, women em-
powerment, menstrual hygiene, and infectious diseases. 
Shantanu mentions the current trend of researchers from 
high-income countries traveling to LMICs for research. 
Overall, he agrees that it is a positive trend, yet remarks 
on the inequality when it comes to inclusivity of high im-

pact journals—many of the first and second authors are 
from high-income countries, not from the region. Shan-
tanu poses an important question: how can research be 
published without including local knowledge? According 
to him, the challenge extends to organizing conferences 
in high-income countries, since this excludes researchers 
from low-income countries due to visa issues.

STRIVING TO IMPROVE THE GOVERNANCE OF 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS
Shantanu is currently engaged in a project with MAMTA 
that works towards improving community-level health-
care in India. Spread across 11 districts in Uttar Pradesh, 
Orissa, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and Delhi, the project 
focuses on pregnant and lactating women as well as 
adolescent and newly married women. The project of-
fers women health education and intervention packages 
and is carried out in close collaboration with the Indian 
government. Shantanu explains that the aim is to build 
community awareness and knowledge, work with health 
systems to increase their capacity, and to create an ena-
bling environment in society so that behavioral change 
can be adopted easily. Another project that Shantanu is 
involved in is improving healthcare governance in the 
local village administrative units, panchayats. This is ena-
bled through a program called Village Health Sanitation 
Committees, for which Shantanu works as a technical 
coordinator and trains the staff with a cascade model. 
At the same time, Shantanu is writing papers based on 
his work experience.

A SPECIAL FOCUS ON PUBLIC HEALTH FROM 
A WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT PERSPECTIVE
Shantanu is actively engaged in various research and 
public health initiatives besides his PhD studies. First, he 
has an upcoming research project with two professors 
from the Department of Nanotechnology and the De-
partment of Environmental Medicine at Lund University, 
Ebba Malmqvist and Kristina Mattson. This study looks 
at the effect of environmental exposure during preg-
nancy and its effect on birth and pregnancy outcomes. 
The fieldwork is planned for January 2020 and will be 
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conducted in Delhi and Rajasthan with the help of house-
hold air pollution measurement devices. The motivation 
behind the study is that controlling household pollution 
contributes to improved maternal health outcomes.

Second, Shantanu is working on a women’s skill de-
velopment project with H&M India. This project is based 

in Delhi and targets 3,000 women between the ages 
of 15 and 45 from an urban slum. The aim is to give 
these women a package of four major modules: life 
skill-based education, reproductive health awareness, 
and a pre-placement workshop for jobs and entrepre-
neurship. The project is run under the cause of corporate 
social responsibility, and if the outcome is good, there is 
a chance for upscaling to other instances, says Shantanu. 
Third, he has recently submitted a scoping review for 
menstrual hygiene preparedness among schools in India. 
Shantanu explains that one of the problems is schools’ 
lack of access to soap and water, causing girls to drop 
out due to peer pressure and pressure from families once 
their periods begin. Eventually, this also contributes to 
early marriage.

FUTURE ASPIRATIONS
Shantanu says that he would like to narrow down his 
research in the future, to gain a more in-depth under-
standing of one topic. However, he finds it difficult to 
narrow down due to the broad range of his interests, 
which include nutrition, menstrual hygiene, reproductive 
health, and women’s empowerment. Overall, Shantanu 
wishes to work more actively with Swedish universities, 
research, and technical collaborations and innovation 
from Sweden to India.
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LUNDS UNIVERSITET 

Box 117
221 00 Lund
Tel 046-222 00 00
www.lu.se

www.sasnet.lu.se

SASNET is an interdisciplinary network for the production and 
dissemination of research, education, and information about 
South Asia (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka).

SASNET produces and disseminates knowledge and research 
about South Asia in three principal ways. 

• SASNET produces knowledge about South Asia through  
research, seminars, workshops, and conferences  

• SASNET supports research, seminars, and international 
collaborations at Lund University

• SASNET collaborates with Swedish and Nordic 
universities that have a strong focus on South Asia.




