











15

SNET ACTIVITY REPORT 2023




16  SASNET ACTIVITY REPORT 2023




SASNET ACTIVITY REPORT 2023 17

SASNET-Funded Research

RELIGION AND POLITICS IN SRI LANKA, ANDREAS JOHANSSON (CTR, LUND
UNIVERSITY)

To broaden the knowledge about the role of religion in the ethnic conflicts of Sri
Lanka this project deals with the difficult historical and contemporaneous problems
that the country presently suffers from.

The project will run between 2022 and 2025. In its initial phase the project will
focus on analysing the Muslim magazine Star of Islam. In its second phase, the
project is focussed on analysing material drawn from the Buddhist organisation
Bodu Bala Sena’s social media channels.

As a project output, Johansson wrote a piece - titled Sri Lanka’s Protests Show a Fragile
Unity — about the 2022 protests in Sri Lanka, which was published by The Conversation
in May 2022. In the article, Johansson tries to analyse the possible implications of Sri
Lanka’'s economic crisis, with an emphasis on recent ethnic tensions in the country.
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SASNET Grants

SOUTH ASIA TRAVEL GRANT FOR DOCTORAL
STUDENTS

The SASNET travel grant for doctoral students was
open for applications twice during 2023; once
during the Spring semester and once during Fall.

In February, three doctoral students received this grant:
e SoumiBanerjeefortheproject “Performinglegitimacy
in shrinking spaces: Indian INGOs manoeuvring stra-
tegiesand practices towards manifestinglegitimacy”.
e Sunny Gurumayum for the project "Ver-
nacular Formation of Homophobia in Manipur”.
e Tabita Rosendal Ebbesen for the project “Frag-
mented Power: Chinese Governance Practi-
ces of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road”.

In September, it was granted to Marie Stissing
Jensen for her project “Multi-Stakeholder Partner-
ships for transformative development? A critical
study of implementation and knowledge produc-
tion in partnership practices in Sri Lanka and Nepal”.

SASNET TRAVEL GRANT FOR JOURNALISM
STUDENTS

The SASNET travel grant for journalism students was
open for applications during Spring 2023. Among
the applicants, SASNET in co-operation with teachers
at Journalistutbildningen decided to grant Linn Jéns-
son and Maria Lundstrom, both in their final year
of journalism studies at Lund University and with
plans to travel to Mumbai for their final projects.




Jonsson aims to document the rise of Hindu natio-
nalism in India, and Lundstrom wants to follow cli-
mate activists from the organisation Fridays for Future.
Both their projects will focus on youth perceptions
in India as well as the country’s upcoming election.

GRANTS FOR WRITING A RESEARCH
APPLICATION (ANSOKNINGSMANAD)

In  September, Professor Kristina Myrvold was
awarded the SASNET grant for writing a re-
search application. The grant refers to funding for
writing a research application for the project
The politics and poetics of desecrating religious
scriptures in Punjab, which will be submitted to
the Swedish Research Council in Spring 2024.

PLANNING GRANTS FOR THE SUBMISSION OF
A MAJOR RESEARCH APPLICATION

In September, the SASNET planning grant for the
submission of a major research application was awar-
ded Jan Magnusson from the School of Social Work,
Lund University. The project title is "Social work
and Climate Change in India’s North-East Region”
and is a collaboration between the School of Social
Work and Tata Institute of Social Sciences (Mumbai).

The aim of the research pro-
ject is to establish a research program
for the study of social work and climate change
in the North-East region of India. Developing
collaborative  frameworks for social work re-
search and education in the mitigation of climate
changeisanareaofstrategicimportanceforboth partners.
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BEST SOUTH ASIA THESIS AWARD 2022/2023

SASNET awarded Sahana Subramanian, now a docto-
ral student at LUCSUS, Lund University, with the Best
South Asia Thesis Award 2022/2023. Her master’s
thesis “Expanding Freedoms and Improving Commons
through Labour” studies Kerala's Ayyankali Urban Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme - a state tool to guarantee
income for unemployed urban families, guaranteeing
adult members hundred days of wage employment in
exchange for volunteering in unskilled manual work.

To study the case, Sahana brought in concepts and theo-
ries from the field of sustainability science that she found
particularly exciting, which allowed her to broaden her
perspective and make the topic relevant to more discipli-
nes. She believes this important, as the UEGS can be used
to solve not one, but two intertwined problems faced in
urban India; declining quality of life in public spaces and
the unemployment crisis that is largely a consequence of
the unprecedented COVID-19 lockdowns in the country.

Sahana Subramanian received the reward at a ceremony
during the annual SASNET Symposium in September.

Left: Sahana Subramanian, receiver of the Best South Asia Thesis Award 2022/2023.
Right: Linn Jonsson and Maria Lundstrém, receivers of the 2023 SASNET Travel Grant for Journalism Students.
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About SASNET

SASNET is an organisation for cooperation between faculties, departments
and individual researchers at Lund University that are engaged in research
on South Asia. The overarching purpose of the organisation is to promote
research on South Asia.

Read more about SASNET, our activites, grants and more:

Visit the SASNET Office
Allhelgona kyrkogata 14 (Eden), Lund, room Ed133

SASNET www.sasnet.lu.se

SWEDISH SOUTH ASIAN
STUDIES NETWORK

LUND UNIVERSITY

Box 117
221 00 Lund

Tel 046-222 0000

www.lu.se
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