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SASNET Activity Report 2020

During 2020 SASNET has conducted a wide range of activities to bolster South 
Asia research and research related accomplishments at Lund University. SASNET 
has collaborated with several organizations both within Lund University but 
also with organizations from all over the country through webinars, publica-
tions, podcasts, networking, and conferences. During 2020 SASNET had seven 
employees: office director/research coordinator Andreas Johansson (100%); 
postdoc, Isha Dubey (100%), two student assistants, Hanna Geschewski (20%) 
and Ulrika Andersson (10%). SASNET also hired researcher Amrita Gosh, Orwa 
Ajub, Johan Nilsson and Asheque Haque for shorter contracts. During the year 
SASNET also had one intern, Maliha Shir M. (Lund University)



6 SASNET ACTIVITY REPORT 2020 

Webinars and podcasts 

During the year SASNET hosted several online events, most of which were open lectures, but 
many were also connected to ongoing courses at Lund University. SASNET covered a wide 
array of topics and invited some of the most prominent South Asia scholars around the world. 

JANUARY 

Exclusionary Democracy: Discus-
sions on India’s controversial laws
SASNET hosted a panel discussion on the 
recent political developments in India in 
the context of the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) and the National Register 
of Citizens (NCR) and their implications 
for society in India.

Speakers: 
Rohan Raj, KTH – Introduction of the rel-
evant laws, decisions by the government 
and summary of the reactions from society

Prof. Catarina Kinnvall, Lund University – 
Right wing populism in India

Dr. Amrita Ghosh, Linnaeus University – 
Women’s role in the resistance to the NRC 
and CAA-

APRIL 

UPF lecture on Citizenship Amend-
ment Act and Kashmir
In collaboration with UPF Lund, SASNET 
hosted Dr Amrita Ghosh from Linnaeus 
University for a lecture on recent politi-
cal developments in India related to the 
Citizenship Amendment Act and Kashmir. 
The Dialectic of Gendered Protests in 21st 
Century India: Citizenship Amendment 
Act and Kashmir.

Is peace possible with the Taliban?
SASNET hosted a talk on the peace talks 
in Afghanistan. Taliban ruled Afghanistan 
from 1996 to 2001. The Taliban reign is 
vividly remembered for its brutal appli-
cation of a fundamentalist interpretation 
of Islam, which sowed terror among the 
population and further impaired an econ-
omy already battered by the war against 
the Soviet occupation. They were eventu-
ally forced out of power by a US-led co-
alition in retaliation for refusing to hand 

over Osama bin Laden, the mastermind 
behind the deadliest terrorist attack on 
American soil on September 11th, 2001. 
But that was not the end of the Taliban. 
They gradually regrouped as a force of 
resistance and largely succeeded in pre-
venting a government heavily supported 
by the international community, militarily 
and financially, to establish its authority 
across the country. 

Today, the Taliban are stronger and 
control more territory than ever since 
2001. The US and its allies have come to 
the conclusion that there is no military 
solution, consequently, the US officially 
entered into negotiations with the Tali-
ban in the fall of 2018, which culminated 
with the signing of a US-Taliban deal 
entitled: Agreement for Bringing Peace 
to Afghanistan.

Yves Duval is a member of the Canadian 
foreign service, who spent most of his 
career in the Middle East (Gulf, Jordan, 
Iraq and Egypt). At the end of March 2020, 
he completed a 17-month assignment in 
Afghanistan.

JUNE

Economic and Strategic Impact of 
Covid-19 on India
SASNET and the Department of Economic 
History at Lund University hosted an on-
line seminar on the impacts of the coro-
navirus pandemic on India’s economy and 
strategic relations. 

Speaker was Dr Amitendu Palit is Senior 
Research Fellow and Research Lead (Trade 
and Economic Policy) at the Institute of 
South Asian Studies (ISAS) in the National 
University of Singapore (NUS). He is an 
economist specializing in international 
trade policies, regional economic devel-
opments, comparative economic studies 
and political economy of public policies. 
He worked with the Government of India 

for several years with his longest span be-
ing in the Department of Economic Affairs 
in the Ministry of Finance, India.

Questioning Racism in the Indian 
Diaspora: Cultural Perspectives
SASNET hosted a panel talk on racism 
within the Indian diaspora. As we wit-
ness a global movement against racism, 
it is imperative to analyze the distressing 
currents and ideologies around colorism, 
racism and the normalization of prejudice 
practiced by one of the world’s largest 
diaspora populations. The panel will 
address the long history of film, tv and 
publishing industry in India and abroad 
to ask why racist representations persist.

Speakers: 
Dr. Rohit K Dasgupta – He is Senior Lec-
turer at Loughborough University. He is 
also an elected Councillor & Commissioner 
for Social Integration & Equalities in the 
London Borough of Newham. He is the 
author of Digital Queer Cultures in India.

Dr. Bhakti Shringarpure – She is Associate 
Professor of English at the University of 
Connecticut and founding editor of War-
scapes magazine.

Dr. Aruni Kashyap – He is a writer and 
translator. He is the author of His Fa-
ther’s Disease and Other Stories (Context/ 
Westland Books, 2019) and the novel The 
House With a Thousand Stories (Viking/ 
Penguin Random House, 2013). He is an 
Assistant Professor of Creative Writing at 
the University of Georgia, Athens.

Dr. Amrita Ghosh – She has a postdoc 
from Linnaeus University Sweden, where 
she worked on two books on Kashmir and 
Tagore-Yeats, which are currently under 
contract. Presently, Ghosh is a visiting 
researcher at SASNET, Lund. Ghosh is the 
co-founder editor of biannual literary 
journal Cerebration.
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AUGUST

Kashmir: A Postcolony
SASNET hosted a live event on ”Kashmir: 
A Postcolony”. SASNET Visiting Research-
er Dr. Amrita Ghosh held a conversation 
with Prof. Suvir Kaul. Suvir Kaul is A. M. 
Rosenthal Professor of English at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. He teaches and 
writes on eighteenth-century British lit-
erature and culture, South Asian writing 
in English, and critical theory, including 
postcolonial studies. He has a B.A. (Hon-
ours), M.A., and M. Phil. Degrees from 
the University of Delhi before his Ph.D. 
from Cornell University (1986). He has 
taught at the University of Delhi, Cornell 
University, Stanford University, the Jamia 
Milia Islamia, and the University of Illi-
nois at Urbana-Campaign, where he was 
also the Director of the Illinois Program 
for Research in the Humanities. At Penn 
he has served as the Director the South 
Asia Center (2005–07) and as Chair of the 
English Department (2007–10). In Spring 
2016, he was a Visiting Fellow at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of Advanced 
Study, Jawaharlal Nehru University. Kaul 
has a long list of publications. 

SEPTEMBER

Media Landscapes and Media 
Advocacy: Perspectives from India 
and Sweden
In this webinar, scholars and practition-
ers addressed different issues related to 
the media landscape and media advo-
cacy from an international comparative 
perspective. Participants were students 
from the School of Journalism the De-
partment of Strategic Communication 
at Lund University, and the Centre for 
Culture, Media and Governance at Jamia 
Milia Islamia. The webinar was arranged 
by School of Journalism in collaboration 
with Swedish-South Asian Studies Net-
work (SASNET) and was coordinated by 
SASNET affiliated researcher Andreas 
Mattsson. 

OCTOBER 

The Subaltern Conundrum?
The Malmö Association of Foreign Affairs 
(UF Malmö) and the Swedish South Asian 
Studies Network (SASNET) hosted a panel 
discussion on class, caste and religion in 
South Asia.

Speakers:
Dr. Isha Dubey – She graduated with a PhD 
in History from Aarhus University. During 
her time as a post-doctoral researcher at 
SASNET, Isha has been working on her 
project ”Memory, Memorialization and 
the Politics of Forgetting: ’Difficult Her-
itage’ and the construction and contes-
tation of ’national memory’ in India and 
Bangladesh”.

Ashaq Hussain Parray – He hails from 
Kashmir and is currently a junior research 
fellow in the department of English 
Aligarh Muslim University India. He pre-
viously taught as Assistant Professor in 
the Department of English Language and 
Literature Islamic University of Science 
and Technology Awantipora, Kashmir. 
His area of research is the intersection of 
postcolonial and translation studies. Par-
ray also writes poetry and translates from 
Kashmiri and Urdu into English.

Dr. Amrita Ghosh – She has a postdoc 
from Linnaeus University Sweden, where 
she worked on two books on Kashmir and 
Tagore-Yeats, which are currently under 
contract. Presently, Ghosh is a visiting re-
searcher at SASNET, Lund University and 
a visiting lecturer at the Department of 
Humanities, Linnaeus University. Ghosh is 
the co-founder editor of biannual literary 
journal Cerebration.

”We have not come here to die” – A 
conversation on student lives and 
activism in India
SASNET hosted an online conversation on 
student lives and activism opposing caste 
in India.

Prior to the event, participants are en-
couraged to watch Deepa Dhanraj’s 2018 
movie ”We have not come here to die” 
about the suicide of Dalit, PhD research 
scholar, and activist Rohith Vemula and the 
subsequent student movement in India. 
After registering via Zoom, participants 
will receive temporary access to the movie 
from Friday, 23 Oct 2020 (separate email 
with access information will be sent out).

For the conversation, we were hon-
ored to host Deepa Dhanraj, the director 
of ”We have not come here to die” and 
Natha Wahlang, who was part of the 
movement after Rohith’s death.

Deepa Dhanraj is an award-winning film-
maker who has been actively involved 
in the women’s movement since 1980. 

Her extensive filmography covers a wide 
range of issues, including on gender, 
labour, caste, education and women’s 
position in Indian society.
Natha Wahlang recently finished her 
PhD and Masters degree from the Uni-
versity of Hyderabad and was part of 
the movement after Rohith’s death. She 
knows many of the people central to the 
movement as friends, former classmates 
and acquaintances. She started engaging 
with political movements through street 
performances on women and violence 
with a group of students at the Univer-
sity and later became a co-founder of 
Hyderabad for feminism. Currently, she is 
a co-editor at Raiot, an online magazine 
on cultural and political topics, based in 
Shillong, India. She moved to Sweden 
in 2018 and is currently balancing her 
weekdays between academia, talking to 
friends in India and teaching at a pre-
school in Stockholm.

NOVEMBER 

Book presentation: Energy and 
Peace in South Asia
SASNET hosted an online conversation on 
Mirza Sadaqat Huda’s latest book Energy 
Cooperation in South Asia: Utilizing Natural 
Resources for Peace and Sustainable Devel-
opment. The book analyses the key political 
challenges to regional energy cooperation 
in South Asia. It argues that investment in 
the planning of regional energy projects 
can increase their viability and also drive 
integration and peacebuilding.

Regional cooperation has been sub-
stantiated by academics and multilateral 
development banks as one of the most 
viable solutions to South Asia’s crippling 
energy crisis. However, three decades of 
national and regional efforts have failed 
to develop a single multilateral energy 
project or foster high levels of bilateral co-
operation. Using data collected through 
extensive interviews with policymakers 
in India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal, 
this book identifies the specific roadblocks 
to energy cooperation – including domes-
tic politics and the failure of leadership on 
multiple levels – and evaluates how these 
political challenges determine regional 
interactions on energy securitisation, 
environmental cooperation and human 
rights. Huda then undertakes case studies 
on four transnational energy projects to 
highlight specific policy recommendations 
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to overcome these challenges, suggesting 
planning mechanisms through which the 
significant issue of energy cooperation in 
South Asia can be addressed.

”Brand New Nation” – A book talk 
with Ravinder Kaur
SASNET hosted an online conversation 
with Ravinder Kaur about her latest book 
”Brand New Nation Capitalist Dreams and 
Nationalist Designs in Twenty-First-Cen-
tury India”. In her book, Ravinder Kaur 
(Associate Professor of Modern South 
Asian Studies and Director of Centre of 
Global South Asian Studies, University of 
Copenhagen) explores India’s transforma-
tion from a nation-state into an attractive 
investment destination.

”As Ravinder Kaur provocatively argues, 
the brand new nation is not a mere nine-
teenth century re-run. It has come alive 
as a unified enclosure of capitalist growth 
and nationalist desire in the twenty-first 
century. Today, to be deemed an attrac-
tive nation-brand in the global economy 
is to be affirmed as a proper nation.” 
(Stanford University Press)

After presenting her key arguments, 
Ravinder Kaur held a conversation with 
Rishi Jha, SASNET affiliate and doctoral 
researcher at the Department of Social 
Work, Faculty of Social Sciences, Lund 
University.

Peace process in Afghanistan
SASNET and the Association of Foreign 
Affairs in Lund (UPF Lund) hosted a joint 
panel discussion on the peace process in 
Afghanistan.

Speakers:
Yves Duval is a member of the Canadian 
foreign service, who spent most of his ca-
reer in the Middle East (Gulf, Jordan, Iraq 
and Egypt). At the end of March 2020, 
he completed a 17-month assignment in 
Afghanistan. He is now based in Sweden.

Aziz Rafiee is a civil society and human 
rights activist. He is the Executive Di-
rector of the Afghanistan Civil Society 
Forum organization (ACSFo), Chair of the 
Human Rights Defenders’ Committee, 
and a founding member of the Transi-
tional Justice Coordination Group (TJCG). 
Rafiee is also a member of Civil Society 
Joint Working Group (CSJWG) and the 
Civil Society Working Committee (CSWC) 
in Afghanistan.

Masood Karokhail is the Director and 
co-founder of The Liaison Office (TLO) 
established 2003 in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
Under his leadership, TLO has grown into 
one of Afghanistan’s premier research, 
peace-building and livelihood NGOs. 
Karokhail is strongly committed to en-
gaging customary and state institutions 
to promote good governance, access 

to justice, livelihood improvements and 
civil society across Afghanistan. Prior to 
co-founding TLO, Karokhail worked with 
the Swiss Peace Foundation (swisspeace) 
to develop the Afghan Civil Society Forum 
and as Afghanistan Country Manager 
for Unilever during the Taliban regime. 
Karokhail received his MBA from Preston 
University in Islamabad and Peshawar, Pa-
kistan and was a visiting research fellow 
at the Centre for Development Research 
(ZEF) in Bonn.

DECEMBER

Sheikh Mujib: Icon of postcolonial 
liberation
SASNET hosted a digital seminar on the 
occasion of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman’s 100th anniversary, post-colonial 
leader and the founder of Bangladesh. 
The speakers will also present Anisur 
Rahman’s book Jag är Sheikh Mujib. 
Bengali-Swedish author Rahman’s epic 
monologue I Am Sheikh Mujib depicts 
the twentieth century freedom struggle 
on the Indian subcontinent through the 
voice of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman – from 
British colonial times to the first tentative 
years of independent Bangladesh under 
his leadership. Along the way, this polit-
ical struggle was to a large extent also 
about the right to one’s own language. 
The event will be moderated by Hanna 
Geschewski, SASNET.

PODCASTS AND WEBINARS

During the year SASNET also published several podcasts on the COVID-19 situation in 
South Asia. Experts around the globe was interviewed and talked about the situation. 
Several webinars was also published at our YouTube channel. 
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Conference

RETHINKING THE POLITICS OF MEMORY IN 
SOUTH ASIA
SASNET hosted an online conference on ”Rethinking the Pol-

itics of Memory in South Asia” on 9–10 December 2020. The 

conference had 63 participants from all over the world.

Conference abstract: 

The current debates around the politics of memory and memo-

rialization reinforce that the act of remembrance and forgetting 

in the present does not exist in isolation from the past that 

informs them. This mnemohistorical continuity becomes even 

more apparent in the current context of the COVID-19 pan-

demic which has highlighted, like never before the structural 

and systemic nature of privilege and inequality. The groups and 

categories of people who have been most adversely affected 

by the pandemic are also those who have been at the receiving 

end of historical injustice and oppression and in turn also the 

most likely to fall through the cracks of the meta-narratives 

of history and collective memory. Further, what makes the 

on-going discourse on memory politics immensely relevant is its 

universality in that it resonates with and speaks to experiences 

and histories of marginalization, exploitation and exclusion 

across national borders and cultures.

How, and to what extent, do religion, region, caste and class 

and their intersectionalities play into and inform the processes 

of crafting and curating national histories and memories in 

South Asia? What are the silences that exist within it and how 

are they contested? What are the alternative modes of remem-

bering, marking and accounting for ‘difficult pasts’ beyond 

the confines of state regulated memorial projects? Also, what 

events constitute dominant and rightful entry points into the 

field of memory studies and what are ignored? These are some 

of the questions that constitute the focus of this conference 

that calls for a rethinking of memory studies in South Asia 

beyond the analytical lens of the Partition that has tended to 

(and deservedly so) occupy center stage in scholarship on the 

politics of memory in the region.

Attended conferences: 

INTL. CONFERENCE ON BANGABANDHU SHEIKH 
MUJIBUR RAHMAN’S BIRTH CENTENARY
SASNET post-doctoral researcher Isha Dubey delivered the vale-

dictory address at the International Conference on Bangaban-

dhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Birth Centenary (1920–2020). 

The Conference – Bangabandhu, His Times and Legacy: Society, 

Economy and State Formation in Retrospect was – was jointly 

organised by the Department of History and Civilization, Barisal 

University and the Dhaka based research collective Jana-Itihas 

Charcha Kendra (Centre for People’s History). It was hosted 

by Barisal University, Bangladesh over two days from February 

27–28, 2020.

Dr. Dubey’s talk, “Constructing and contesting the ‘na-

tional memory’ of 1947 and 1971 in India and Bangladesh” 

focused on the memorial cultures surrounding the Partition 

and the Liberation War in India and Bangladesh respectively 

and the importance of and politics inherent in acknowledging 

or forgetting collective histories of both triumph and trauma 

in post-colonial South Asia.

THE 9TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
“FERMENTED FOODS, HEALTH STATUS AND 
SOCIAL WELL-BEING”
The conference was organized on 13th and14th December 

2019 by the Swedish South Asian Network on Fermented Foods 

(SASNET-FF) at Anand Agricultural University, Gujarat, India in 

association with SASNET, Copenhagen University, the Probiot-

ic Association of India, Gut Microbiota and Probiotic Science 

Foundation (India), the Indian Dairy Association, the Gujarat 

State Chapter (India) and Dr Verghese Kurien from the Centre 

of Excellence, IRMA, India. 

SASNET sponsored Dr Nair’s trip to the conference. In his po-

sition as the chairman of the network SASNET-FF he welcomed 

guests, invited speakers and delegates with an opening speech 

at the conference.

More than 400 delegates including academicians, scientists, 

researchers, students, dairy and food professionals and nutri-

tionists from India and abroad attended the seminars. Speakers 

from Sweden, Egypt, Ireland, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, 

Denmark and Netherlands were present. In seven technical 

sessions and about 40 oral presentations attendees focused 

on various aspects of fermentation as a method of food pres-

ervation and interacted with home grown scientists of food 

science from various parts of India.
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Research

During 2020 SASNET staff has been engaged in both re-

search and teaching at Lund University. During 2020 SASNET 

Dr. Isha Dubey worked on her two-year postdoc project. Dur-

ing her time at Lund University, Dr. Dubey primarily worked 

on her project Memory, Memorialization and the Politics 

of Forgetting: Difficult Heritage and the construction and 

contestation of national memory in India and Bangladesh. 

This project is also sponsored by the Center of Theology 

and Religious Studies and the Political Science department. 

SASNET also published several reports on different topics in 

South Asia. Director Andreas Johansson is the series editor 

for SASNET publications.

SASNET hired Dr. Johan Nilsson to prepare a project tracing the 

reception of South Asian religion in Swedish Theosophy and Dr. 

Nilsson successfully go a two-year post-doc at the Centre for 

Theology and Religious studies, Lund University.

Project description:

At the turn of the 20th century Theosophy was something of a 

trend among artistic and intellectual circles around the world, 

and, although the movement was only moderately successful 

in terms of membership figures, Theosophy became, for a 

time, culturally very influential. Originally founded in New 

York, at the end of the 19th century the Theosophical Society 

opened local chapters all around the world. Theosophy, how-

ever, would soon become especially active in India and Ceylon. 

This was, in part, a consequence of the societies particular 

interest in the religions of Hinduism and Buddhism. Accord-

ing to the teachings of Theosophy, all religions of the world 

contain religious truths believed to have been inherited from 

pre-historical times. Hinduism and Buddhism, however, were 

believed to have preserved the tradition of ancient wisdom to 

a higher degree than other religions. Globally, Theosophy was 

an important context through which concepts, practices and, 

to some extent, social networks related to South Asian reli-

gions spread in Europe and America in the early 20th century. 

In 1889, the Theosophical Society was established in Sweden, 

opening local chapters in several cities, Stockholm, Gothen-

burg, and Lund, among them. Swedish Theosophy impacted 

the cultural and scientific life of its time, provoking positive and 

negative reactions from artists and scholars in the early 20th 

century. Little is known, however, about the interest Theoso-

phists in Sweden took in Buddhism and Hinduism. With the 

support of SASNET Johan will prepare a project tracing the 

reception of South Asian religion in Swedish Theosophy.

Dr. Johan Nilsson
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SASNET Publications 

Orwa Ajjoub

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE THEOLOGICAL 
AND POLITICAL ASPECTS OF JIAHDI-SALAFISM
Orwa Ajjoub was hired to write a report about the future of IS 

and al-Qaeda, also in the context of South Asia. This was report 

was in collaboration with the Center for Middle Eastern Studies. 

SOUTH ASIA RESEARCH AT LUND UNIVERSITY
The 2020 report by previous SASNET intern Anni-Elina Vänska 

provides a comprehensive overview of current and previous 

research at Lund University on the South Asian region.

The report is categorized by Lund University faculties and 

lists faculty members that have conducted work on or in South 

Asia, either individually or as part of Lund University research 

projects. More than 45 scholars from eight faculties have been 

involved in academic research on the South Asian subcontinent. 

Several of them are SASNET affiliates. The report also includes a 

number of interviews with Lund University researchers.

VIOLENT JIHADIST IDEOLOGY IN SOUTH ASIA
SASNET affiliated researcher Asheque Haque wrote the report 

as part of his project with the South Asia Initiative (SAI).

Throughout the summer of 2020, violent extremist organi-

zations continued their activities in South Asia. Though violence 

is a major element in jihadist ideology, this report directs our 

attention to the wider implications of jihadi propaganda. Values 

concerning rights, democracy, and equality are all subverted 

and targeted by jihadi political messaging, working to the det-

riment of local and international development efforts under 

Agenda 2030.

South Asian societies have faced further strains regard-

ing the civil and political rights of their citizens, as the ruling 

governments have exercised increased power in the name 

of controlling the ongoing pandemic. Fundamental rights of 

citizens have been restricted, further polarizing public opinion 

and increasing communal tensions. As such, the conditions in 

South Asia remain favorable to violent jihadist organizations 

continuing their public outreach and radicalizing activities by 

exploiting these societal vulnerabilities. This report elaborates 

how violent jihadist entities influence the existing narratives 

within these societies and attack some of the fundamental 

characteristics of modern society. 

Asheque Haque is a political and security researcher on 

South Asia. He has worked as a countering violent extremism 

professional at the international level and has led multiple 

projects in the field. His research includes violent extremist 

propaganda, jihadi ideology in Bangladesh, security challenges 

and practices in the region, among others.

REPORT ON ISLAMIC REFORMISM IN SOUTH ASIA
SASNET published a report by Muhammed Niyas Ashraf, Doc-

toral Fellow at Berlin Graduate School Muslim Cultures and 

Societies, Freie Universität Berlin.

This report offers a social history of the relationship between 

Islamic reform and malayāḷi Muslim in the context of colonial 

Kerala. Kerala Muslims are one of the largest Muslim communi-

ties in India, and a majority are the descendants of Arab traders 

and local women, or of local converts known as Mappilas. This 

article relates the reformist agenda in the writings of Sayyid 

Sanāullāh Makti Taṅṅaḷ (1847–1912), who argued for a rein-

terpretation of Islamic principle based on scriptural purity and 

return, to pristine Islam. Makti Taṅṅaḷ believed direct access to, 

and proper understanding of, the Quran and the Hadith would 

distance Muslims from accretions to Islam that he thought of 

as impure. Invoking the distinction of ‘harām and halāl,’ as the 

cornerstone of Islamic law, he argued against the legitimacy of 

un-Islamic elements of Popular Islam. These efforts took place 

in late nineteenth-century Kerala, and had a huge impact on 

the socio-religious landscape, particularly on the inevitability and 

imminence of Islamic reform in the colonial era. Furthermore, this 

paper highlights how Makti advocated textually defined Islamic 

codes of practice to safeguard ‘Muslimness’ and shape a new 

vision of a moral community for malayāḷi Muslims.
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Muhammed Niyas Ashraf is a Doctoral Fellow at Berlin Grad-

uate School Muslim Cultures and Societies, Freie Universität 

Berlin, Germany. His Ph.D. project unravels Arabic- Malayalam 

devotional poetry of Malabar Muslims in the nineteenth century 

Indian Ocean Littoral. He was a DAAD visiting fellow in the 

Centre for Historical Studies, JNU Delhi. He received his M. Phil 

in History from the University of Delhi for his thesis ’Reading 

Makti Tangal: Islamic Modernity and Reform in Colonial Kerala, 

1884–1912. His research includes print and literary culture in 

the Indian Ocean, vernacular textual traditions in Muslim South 

Asia, and Islamic intellectual history among others.

CHAKRA – NORDIC 
JOURNAL OF SOUTH 
ASIAN STUDIES’S SPECIAL 
ISSUE ARTICULATIONS OF 
A PANDEMIC
Earlier this year, SASNET had pub-

lished a call for papers focusing on 

social-political, cultural, economic, 

and psychological cost of COV-

ID-19 as well as the question of 

how to do proper research in area studies in times when we 

cannot be mobile. SASNET post-doc Dr. Isha Dubey was the 

editor of the volume. 

We were very pleased by the response and the great number 

of high-quality articles that were submitted. After a careful se-

lection process, we have now published the 14 best articles as a 

special issue of our SASNET journal Chakra, titled ”Articulations 

of a Pandemic – Researching and Navigating South Asia in the 

Times of Covid-19”.

POSTCOLONIAL FORGOTTEN ZONES: 
‘CHITMAHALS’ AND SPACES OF ABANDONMENT
SASNET visiting researcher Amrita Gosh worked on a report on 

Chitmahls, The border between India and Bangladesh is one of 

the longest and most incredibly complex borders in the world 

due to the haphazard construction and arbitrary delineation of 

the border. Resulting from an unfinished Partition and uneven 

decolonization (or lack thereof) of the Indian subcontinent after 

British colonialism, certain hinterlands of the border became 

unique enclave territories. These odd constructions are called 

“chits” or “chitmahals” from the Bengali word “chit”, which 

means a tiny speck of land. This report will be released in 2021. 
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Teaching

During the year both Andreas and Isha has been involved 

in teaching at Lund University, primary at the Center for The-

ology and Religious Studies. Andreas developed the course 

Religiösa och litterära klassiker från Sydasien och Mellanöstern 

(7,5 credits), both Isha and Andreas also thought on the same 

course. Andreas also supervised MA-students at CTR. Many of 

the above mention seminars and lectures has been included in 

ordinary courses at Lund University and for the first time ever 

SASNET has offered a course a Lund University. The course 

was devolved in collaboration with the Center for Theology 

and Religious Studies.

SASNET also sponsored a course at the CTR. The course “Brah-

maner, imamer och heliga mödrar: religiös mångfald i dagens 

Indien” (Brahmins, Imams and Sacred Mothers: Religious Plu-

ralism in Modern India) offers an introduction to the religious 

climate of today’s India. Hindus, Buddhists, Christians, Muslims, 

Sikhs and people from many other religions have lived there 

side by side for centuries. Course participants will study the role 

of religion in the advancement of the South Asian continent 

with a particular focus on India. 

The course is held in Swedish and managed by Dr. Paul 

Linjamaa and Joel Kuhlin. It started on 20th January 2020. 

Networking 

SYDASIEN
Through a new collaboration between Sydasien and SASNET 

the magazine once again appears in print, this time biannually. 

Through SASNET the online version of Sydasien gains more 

depth as a platform for reports and articles that present new 

research on South Asia in a clear and accessible manner. Se-

lected articles appear in the printed version of Sydasien. The 

printed version is sent out to researchers, journalists and old 

subscribers. It is also be handed out at events in the hope 

of further spreading knowledge of the region to a broader 

audience. SASNET sponsors the printing cost of the Magazine. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
The past SASNET has been very active on social media (Face-

book, Twitter and Instagram) posting jobs and conferences 

around the world related to South Asia. This is important to 

maintain the network idea of SASNET. SASNET do also post job 

opportunities at Lund University since most of the followers are 

from South Asia. SASNET:s social media platforms has received 

many new followers during 2020, for example SASNET Face-

book page gain 500 followers during 2020.

SOUTH ASIA INITIATIVE (SAI)
The Swedish Institute of International Affairs (UI) and the 

Swedish Asian Studies Network (SASNET) at Lund University are 

collaborating focusing on India and South Asia. The long-term 

collaboration will include both research and analysis and aims 

at building a strong research environment of international qual-

ity. This year SASNET’s and UI’s South Asia Initiative published a 

three-part podcast series on climate and environment issues in 

South Asia. The South Asia Initiative (SAI), which is co-hosted 

by SASNET and Utrikespolitiska Institutet, has published the 

first episode of its podcast series ”Climate Lens South Asia” 

on climate and environment issues in the South Asia region.

For example in the episode ”How can South Asia get cleaner 

air?”, producer Julia Wiræus spoke to An-

umita Roychowdhury, from the Centre 

for Science in New Delhi, Petter Ljun-

gman from Karolinska Institutet and 

Hanna Geschewski from SASNET 

about the current challenges in the 

fight against air pollution in South 

Asian cities and the way forward.
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About SASNET
SASNET is an interdisciplinary network for the production and dissemination 
of research, education, and information about South Asia (Afghanistan, Bang-
ladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka).

SASNET produces and disseminates knowledge and research about South Asia 
in three principal ways. First, SASNET produces knowledge about South Asia 
through research, seminars, workshops, and conferences . Second, SASNET sup-
ports research, seminars, and international collaborations at Lund University. 
Third. SASNET collaborates with Swedish and Nordic universities that have a 
strong focus on South Asia.

Follow SASNET
• www.sasnet.lu.se

• sasnet@sasnet.lu.se

• https://www.facebook.com/sasnetpage

• https://twitter.com/sasnetlund

• https://www.instagram.com/sasnetlund/

Visit SASNET’s office
Norlindska huset

Biskopsgatan 5, 223 62 Lund

LUND UNIVERSITY
SASNET

P.O. BOX 114
SE-221 00 LUND
PHONE: +46 46 222 73 40

http://www.sasnet.lu.se
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