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SASNET Conference in Falsterbo:

o The objective of the Nordic Conference on South Asian Studies for Young
Scholars is to gather Masters students, Ph.D. candidates, and postdoctoral researchers,
along with other junior scholars who are affiliated with universities in the Nordic countries
(Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden) and who focus on South Asia in their work.

o The main goal of the conference is to discuss various issues which young scholars
face in doing research focused on South Asia – from organising their fieldwork to publis-
hing the results of their investigations and locating a job.
In pursuit of its overall objective, the conference includes plenary and thematic sessions
addressing issues related to South Asian Studies from both disciplinary and multidiscipli-
nary angles. The themes to be discussed in the plenary sessions are the following:
Input: Career Planning and Passion for South Asian Studies
Outreach: Publication, Conference, Teaching and Other Activities
Output: Networking and Future Research

On the first day, all young scholars will have the opportunity of presenting and discus-
sing their own research projects in parallel sessions divided into five thematic groups and
supervised by senior chairpersons. The five thematic groups are:

– History, Religion, and Culture
– Society, Development, and Gender
– Nature, Health, and Environment
– Politics, Economics, and International relations
– Technology, Business, and Innovations

On the second and third days, the participants will gather in three plenary sessions for
discussions on themes related to research and academic careers in South Asian Studies.
In order to generate fresh and novel questions the plenary sessions will begin with presen-
tations by two or more “challengers” – junior scholars on masters, doctoral or postdoc-
toral level – who have prepared questions and will address relevant issues in relation to the
respective themes. In response, two or more “champions” – senior researchers and re-
source persons – will follow up the questions which have been brought to their atten-
tion. After that all participants will gather in either thematic or multidisciplinary groups to
continue the discussion for approximately one hour. At the end, all will again meet for a
joint session to summarize the discussions and draw conclusions.

Full information is on the conference web page:
http://www.sasnetconference.se/

SASNET Student Forum:

o We would also like to remind you about the SASNET Student forum at
http://www.sasnet.lu.se/studentforum, which is a meeting place for interaction between
conference participants and other students interested in South Asian Studies. 



Conference programme:

Day 1, August 17, Monday

13.30 – 15.00  Registration and check-in at Falsterbo Conference Retreat
15.00 – 15.30  Welcome by SASNET director Anna Lindberg. Presentation of

the conference program. Venue: Altona Conference Room.
15.30 – 16.30  Keynote lecture: “Dialogues with M.K. Gandhi on History

and Violence in India” by Dr. Vinayak Chaturvedi, University of 
California, Irvine, USA. Venue: Altona Conference Room.

16.30 – 17.00  Coffee & tea
17.00 – 19.00  Thematic sessions with presentations of individual research projects:

Group 1 - History, Religion & Culture (I).
Chairperson: Prof. Knut A. Jacobsen, University of Bergen
Venue: Room Motala
Group 2 - History, Religion & Culture (II) 
Chairperson: Dr. Peter B. Andersen, Copenhagen University
Venue: Room Tingstede
Group 3 - Society, Development & Gender
Chairperson: Dr. Catarina Kinnvall, Lund University
Venue: Room Armérum II
Group 4 - Nature, Health & Environment
Chairperson: Dr. Per Knutsson, Gothenburg University
Venue: Room Altona I
Group 5 - Technology, Economics & International Relations
Chairperson: Dr. Per Hilding, Stockholm University
Venue: Room Altona II

19.30                  Dinner

Day 2, August 18, Tuesday

09.00 –10.00   Principal lecture: “Being a South Asianist in Norden: Being Glocal”
by Prof. Pamela Price, University of Oslo. 
Venue: Altona Conference Room

10.00 – 11.00   Plenary session 
“Career Planning, Funding and Passion for South Asian Studies”
Introduction and presentation by the challengers:
– Peder Gedda, M.A., Gothenburg University
– Johan Skog Jensen, B.A., University of Oslo
– Md. Ashiqur Rahman, M.A., Lund University
Response from champions:
– Prof. Bo Lindblad, Karolinska Institutet 
– Dr. Anna Godhe, Gothenburg University
– Dr. Jan Magnusson, Lund University
Venue: Altona Conference Room

11.00 – 11.15    Coffee & tea



11.15 – 12.15 Session “Input: Career Planning, Funding, and Passion for South
Asian Studies” continues with interdisciplinary group discussions
– Interdisciplinary Group 1, Venue: Room Altona I
– Interdisciplinary Group 2, Venue: Room Altona II
– Interdisciplinary Group 3, Venue: Room Motala
– Interdisciplinary Group 4, Venue: Room Tingstede
– Interdisciplinary Group 5, Venue: Room Armerum II

12.15 – 13.00 Plenary session with concluding discussion led by the champions:
– Prof. Bo Lindblad, Karolinska Institutet 
– Dr. Anna Godhe, Gothenburg University
– Dr. Jan Magnusson, Lund University
Venue: Altona Conference Room

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch
14.00 – 15.00 Workshop: “How to Displease an Editor” by Teddy Primack, editor,

Academic Documents Associates, Greenbelt, Maryland, USA. 
Venue: Altona Conference Room

15.00 – 16.00 Plenary session 
“Outreach: Publication, Conference,Teaching and Other Activities”
Introduction and presentation by the challengers:
– Anne-Line Sandåker, M.A., University of Oslo
– Mikko Juhani Viitamäki, M.A., University of Helsinki
– Suraj Shakya,  M.Sc., Nepal Medical College
Response from the champions:
– Dr. Christer Norström, Stockholm University
– Dr. Zarina Kabir, Karolinska Institutet
– Dr. Stig Toft Madsen, SASNET
Venue: Altona Conference Room

16.00 – 16.15 Coffee & tea

16.15 – 17.15 Thematic sessions with chairpersons: 
“Outreach: Publication, Conference, Teaching, and Other Activities”
Group 1 – History, Religion & Culture (I)
Chairperson: Prof. Knut A. Jacobsen, University of Bergen
Venue: Room Motala
Group 2 - History, Religion & Culture (II)
Chairperson: Dr. Peter B. Andersen, Copenhagen University
Venue: Room Tingstede
Group 3 – Society, Development & Gender
Chairperson: Dr. Catarina Kinnvall, Lund University
Venue: Room Armérum II
Group 4 - Nature, Health & Environment
Chairperson: Dr. Per Knutsson, Gothenburg University
Venue: Room Altona I
Group 5 - Technology, Economics & International Relations
Chairperson: Dr. Per Hilding, Stockholm University
Venue: Room Altona II



17.15 – 18.00 Plenary session with concluding discussions led by the champions: 
– Dr. Christer Norström, Stockholm University
– Dr. Zarina Kabir, Karolinska Institutet
– Dr. Stig Toft Madsen, SASNET
Venue: Altona Conference Room

19.00 Dinner & performance by sitar player Shri Harvinder Singh
Venue: Dining hall

Day 3, August 19, Wednesday

9.00 – 10.00 Principal lecture: “A Nordic Perspective on Prospects and 
Challenges for Scholarly Interaction with South Asia”
by Dr. Mirja Juntunen, Uppsala University
Venue: Esset Conference Room

10.00 – 11.00 Plenary session: “Output: Networking and Future Research”
Introduction and presentation by the challengers:
– Anna Rebecca Frilund, M.A., University of Turku
– Mette Gabler, B.A., Lund University
Response from the champions:
– Prof. Devdatt Dubhashi, Chalmers University of Technology
– Prof. Pamela Price, University of Oslo
– Prof. Staffan Lindberg, Lund University
Venue: Esset Conference Room

11.00 – 11.15 Coffee & tea

11.15 – 12.15 Session “Output: Networking and Future Research”
continues with interdisciplinary group discussions
Interdisciplinary Group 1, Venue: Room Altona I
Interdisciplinary Group 2, Venue: Room Altona II
Interdisciplinary Group 3, Venue: Room Motala
Interdisciplinary Group 4, Venue: Room Tingstede
Interdisciplinary Group 5, Venue: Room Armerum II

12.15 – 13.00 Plenary session with concluding discussion lead by the champions:
– Prof. Devdatt Dubhashi, Chalmers University of Technology
– Prof. Pamela Price, University of Oslo
– Prof. Staffan Lindberg, Lund University
Venue: Esset Conference Room

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch
14.00 – 14.30 Final conference session: Summary and conclusion by 

Dr. Anna Lindberg, SASNET Director 
Presentation of the SASNET Student Forum by 
Malin Gregersen, Ph.D. Candidate, Dept. of History, Lund University. 
Venue: Esset Conference Room



Participating Young Scholars:

Name Email University                     Session
• Asif, Iram Nisa iram@hum.ku.dk University of Copenhagen HRC2

• Ayaz, Mahmood ma.7373@hotmail.com                     Norw. Univ. of Life Sciences NHE

• Basar, Asiful rony2002bd@yahoo.com Lund University NHE

• Charpentier, Marie-Thérèse mariethcharpentier@hotmail.com Åbo Akademi University     HRC2

• Dutt, Khaleda Gani g_khaleda@hotmail.com Stockholm University HRC2 

• Egerö, Hedvig hedvig.egero@rel.su.se Stockholm University HRC1

• Fleischhacker, David david.fleischhacker@gmail.com Uppsala University SDG

• Frilund, Anna Rebecca rebecca.frilund@utu.fi University of Turku SDG

• Gabler, Mette mettegabler@gmail.com Lund University SDG 

• Gardella, Geoffrey gardella@aonyx.org Lund University HRC2

• Gedda, Peder                   peder.gedda@delta.telenordia.se       University of Gothenburg     HRC1 

• Gregersen, Malin malin.gregersen@hist.lu.se Lund University HRC1

• Islam, Aminul aminulislam80@yahoo.com Lund University TEI

• Ivarsson, Carolina H.     carolina.ivarsson@globalstudies.gu.se University of Gothenburg HRC1

• Jensen, Johan Skog johan_es_jensen@hotmail.com University of Oslo TEI 

• Khan, Kashif Saeed kashif.khan@student.umb.no Norw. Univ. of Life Sciences SDG

• Khan, Sohaib Ahmed skhan@hytti.uku.fi University of Kuopio         HRC1

• Larsson, Pär Fredborn parfredborn@gmail.com Jawaharlal Nehru University  HRC1

• Løøv, Margrethe margrlo@student.hf.uio.no University of Oslo HRC1

• Marcussen, Eleonor eleonor.marcussen@gmail.com Heidelberg University HRC1

• Milea, Adriana adriana.milea@gmail.com Lund University SDG

• Norström, Christer christer.norstrom@socant.su.se Stockholm University  SDG

• Oerberg, Elizabeth W. elizawill@gmail.com Aarhus University HRC2

• Ollieuz, Annelies annelies.ollieuz@ikos.uio.no University of Oslo TEI

• Puri, Stine Simonsen stinep@hum.ku.dk University of Copenhagen HRC1

• Qu, Yi melodyqu@live.cn University of Gävle TEI



• Rahman, Md.Ashiqur ashique_cu@yahoo.com Lund University NHE

• Raju, Emmanuel Emmanuelraju27@gmail.com Lund University TEI

• Ringström, Anders awringstrom@gmail.com University of Gothenburg     HRC2 

• Sandåker, Anne-Line a.l.sandaker@sum.uio.no University of Oslo NHE

• Sayeed, Yeasmin yeasmin.sayeed@oru.se Örebro University TEI

• Schliewe, Sanna sanna.schliewe@gmail.com University of Copenhagen SDG 

• Shakya, Suraj suraj1_nmc@rediffmail.com Nepal Medical College NHE

• Singh, Sanaya sanayasingh@hotmail.com University of Gävle TEI

• Sommansson, Johanna       johanna.sommansson@gmail.com Stockholm University               SDG

• Svare, Lodve Anders lodve.svare@uit.no University of Tromsø TEI

• Søderberg, Malin m_sarpsborg@yahoo.com University of Oslo SDG

• Takkinen, Jaako jaako.takkinen@helsinki.fi University of Helsinki ?

• Ubhayasekera, Wimal wimal@xray.bmc.uu.se Lund University NHE

• Viitamäki, Mikko Juhani mikko.viitamaki@helsinki.fi University of Helsinki HRC1

• Väänänen, Mikko-Pekka Aukusti      miauvaan@jyu.fi University of Jyväskylä               HRC2

• Väyrynen, Salla Salla.vayrynen@helsinki.fi University of Helsinki HRC2

• Waller, Anna Stibe anna.stibe-waller@kau.se Karlstad University HRC2

HRC1 = History, Religion, and Culture, group 1 
HRC2 = History, Religion, and Culture, group 2 
SDG = Society, Development, and Gender
NHE = Nature, Health, and Environment
TEI = Technology, Economics, and International Relations



Welcome to Falsterbo !
Organising Committee: 

• Kristina Myrvold,  Assistant Professor in History of Religion, Lund University
Kristina.Myrvold@teol.lu.se

• Julia Velkova, Masters Student in Eastern Philosophy and Culture, University of Sofia
jvelkova@gmail.com

• Ferdinando Sardella, Doctoral Student in Religious Studies, Gothenburg University
ferdinando.sardella@religion.gu.se

• Anna Lindberg, Director, SASNET
Anna.Lindberg@sasnet.lu.se

• Lars Eklund, Deputy Director, SASNET
Lars Eklund@sasnet.lu.se

Keynote speakers:

• Vinayak Chaturvedi 
Associate Professor of History, Dept. of History, University of California, Irvine (USA), 
vinayak@uci.edu

• Pamela Gwynne Price
Professor of History, Dept. of History, University of Oslo (Norway).
p.g.price@iakh.uio.no

• Mirja Juntunen
Teacher and researcher in Indology at Uppsala University (Sweden) and Director of the 
Nordic Centre in India, a consortium of leading universities in the Nordic countries.
Mirja.Juntunen@statsvet.uu.se

• Teddy Primack
Director of Academic Documents Associates based in the USA and a long-time editor of journal 
articles and dissertations submitted for publication.
tprimack@yahoo.com

Thematic Sessions Chairpersons :
• Peter B Andersen University of Copenhagen peterba@hum.ku.dk
• Per Hilding Stockholm University per.hilding@ekohist.su.se
• Knut A. Jacobsen University of Bergen Knut.Jacobsen@ahkr.uib.no
• Catarina Kinnvall Lund University Catarina.Kinnvall@svet.lu.se
• Per Knutsson University of Gothenburg per.knutsson@globalstudies.gu.se

Plenary Sessions “Champions”:

• Devdatt Dubhashi Chalmers University of Technology dubhashi@chalmers.se
• Anna Godhe University of Gothenburg anna.godhe@marecol.gu.se
• Zarina Kabir Karolinska Institutet Zarina.Kabir@ki.se
• Staffan Lindberg Lund University Staffan.Lindberg@soc.lu.se
• Bo Lindblad Karolinska Institutet Bo.Lindblad@ki.se
• Jan Magnusson Lund University Jan.Magnusson@soch.lu.se
• Christer Norström Stockholm University christer.norstrom@socant.su.se
• Stig Toft Madsen SASNET stm@ruc.dk


